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WH E following Sheets fi your 
FR Patronage, on account of their, 
treating of many Adventures in 
the Kingdom of Love, and like-, 
wiſe as they give a Hiſtory of 
the Life and Amours of a very celebrated 
Perſonage, who was Miſtreſs to a Monarch, 
in whoſe Reign Love and Mirth abounded. 
It is certainly a great deal of Satisfaction and 
Pleaſure to a Woman of Spirit, to lie entran- 
ced in Royal Arms, but how mucſi greater 
to enjoy the Heart of a King? Your Grace 
had the Happineſs to be admired and beloved 
by a Prince, as ou being as great a 
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Lover 


1 DEDICATION 


Lover of Mars as of Venus. Tis Love, Ma- 


dam, that calls to Battle, and the ſame Deity 
an huſh all to Peace again. Solomon, the 
_*wileft Prince that ever was on Earth, was a 

fs ad iim to your Sex; nor was he pleaſed with 
2 few Miſtreſſes, for Hiſtory informs us, I 


think, of about eight hundred. I only men- 


tion this to ſhow, that it is no Novelty for 


Aa Prince to keep a Miſtreſs or two; and 
though ſome ſanguine Mortals may blame 


the AQtion, yet 4 Man of- Senſe will al- 


ways prudently avoid medling with State 
Affairs, eſpecially as they do not relate at all 
to him, nor is he called upon to give his Opi- 
nion. I have only this now to. requeſt of 

Grace, That, as poor Fancelia is dead, 


vou in de pleaſed to take the following 


Hiſtory-ander your Protection, Which does 
not, by any means, intend to inſult her Me- 


mory. Your Grace's protecting theſe Sheets, 


will be an Honour to the Deceaſed, and a 
particulaf Favour conferred on 
Your Grace's * 
Moſt Obedient, Devoted, 
22 | Humble Servant. 
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HERE is no Occaſion, in writing 
8 BY Z the Lives or Memoirs of af A 
"wit N Perſons, to ſtick too cloſe to Titles; 

dor is there much Reaſon to pay too 

WS 1mplicite an Obedience to the right 

Name of the Perſon treated of. The illuſtrious 
perſonage, of whom the following Sheets give 
an Account, has been remarkably famous in 
the Beau Monde, and flouriſhed in the moſt fa- 

o cetious Reign that we have had fince the Con- 
„ queſt. Through the Courſe of the following 

Account, i ſhall make bold to diſtinguiſh the 

ant. late deceaſed: Lady, by the Name of Francelia, 

| raw * Hiſtory I will no longer detain the 
eager, | e 


* _- 


wi Francelia was the Daughter of a French Mer- 
chant, Who having, by bis Induſiry, got a {mal 
<A LE ns Eſtate, 


. 


(6) 
Eſtate, retired with it, from the Buſtle and 
Noiſe of Payzs, to the Country, deſigning to paſs 


the reſt of his Life in Peace, He was not long 
ſettled in hs Retreat, before he got the Efteem 


of his Neighbours, by being of a ſociable and 


agreeable Humour, delighting in Muſick, and 
freely drinking a Glais with a Friend. His 
whole Stock of Children conſiſted in t wo Dauęh- 
ters, the eldeſt tolerably witty and handſome, 
till the Small-pox, that implacable Enemy to 
all good Faces, had ſtrangely altered her Fea- 
tures and Complex1on, and dulled her Appre- 
henſion; fo that her younger Siſter Francelia 
was admired by all, for her Wit and Beauty, 
tho“ vet very young, while her Siſter lay unre- 
garded and neglected, This gave occaſion to 
her Siſter to envy her; who inſiſting on Pre- 
rogative of Birth, uſurped a; tyrannick Power 
over Fraucelia, by this means, frequent Jars 
and Feuds happened between the two siſters, 
which were kept upon the one part by Envy, 
| = on the other by Female Pride and Sub- 
tilty. 


Theſe continnal Quarrels between the two 
Daughters, did not at all agree with the Fa- 
ther's free and eaſy Temper, he endeavoured, 
in vain, to reconcile them, for they gave fre- 
quent Diſturbance in his little Family. The 
Father was reſolved to buy his Peace at any 
Rate, and therefore wi nld- to part them, by 
ſending one of .them to a boarding School; he 
[ft it to the Choice of the eldeſt, whether ſhe 
would accept of it, or remain with him. The 
eldeſt refuſed to go, thinking her Siſter would, 
in her Abſence, infinuate herſelf too far into 
her Father's Affection. Francelia readily ac- 
cepted the Propoſal, and weat to the boarding 
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School, where ſhe began to ſhew her Aptneſs to 
Learning, her Wit and Ingenuity. Her Maſ- 
ters and Miſtreſles were highly pleaſed with 


Þ her; for ſhe drew the Eyes and Admiration of 


every one upon her, to the great Satisfaction 
of her Father; which raiſed a ta: ther Envy and 
. in her Siſter, who could not bear to hear 

er commended, or even ſpoken tollerably well 
of. Francelia was naturally of an airy brisk 
Diſpoſition, which was allay'd with ſuch a 
Por ion of ſabtle Policy and Craftineſs, as 
made a very agreeable Mixcure in her Conver- 
ſation ; ſhe would frequently ſurprize People 


with her Repartees, which were the more taken 
notice of, for coming from ſo airy a Perſon, 


whom they thought never gave herſelf Time to 
make Reflections or Obſervations, This Matu- 
rity of Mind drew ſome young Men to look up- 
on her, with ſome Senſe of Paithon, which ſhe 
began to be ſenſible of, and would affect to he 
courted ; of which the Father being informed, 
ſoon took occaſion to call her home, 


Her Parents founnd it a Buſineſs of no ſmall 
Difficulty, to govern her after their own Meg- 
ſure; and therefore thavznt of a Relation cf 
theirs at Paris as the fitteſt Perſon to manage 
her: This was propoſed by the Parents, and 
readily embraced by the Relation, who writ 
to have the young Damſel ſent to her without 
delay. It may not be improper, in this place, 
to give a ſlight Account of this Gentlewoman, 
who lived at Paris. She was the Widow of a 
Perſon. who depended all his Lifetime on the 
Puke de Bellame, and-lived at the higheſt Pitch 
of his Income; ſo that tho' he had no Chil- 
dren, yet he had not left ſo much to his Wi- 
dow, as to let her live at eaſe, without ſome, 
"a B 2 Depen- 


1 
| 


* 


—— — — 


— or arg yp a, ot mr 
— — a 2 4 2 


— 


+ 


. 


— — 


— — 


—— — — —— 
. 
2 — annie — ͤ ́́ʒͤ—— —ö — 
— — ” = 


——— 
— 
„ 
% 


— - 4 N 
— 
— AE rey = 
; PS 


= * + 1 ; 


(8) 


Dependency with that Family, in which ſhe 
did all ſhe could to render herſelf acceptable 
to the Dutcheſs of Bellame, who made her fre- 

uent Preſents. She had a good Share of Wit, 
which rendered her agreeable, not only ro the 


» Dutcheſs, but the Duke too, who would pleaſe 


Himſelf with holding an Hour's Converſation 
with her; nor was ſhe ſo old, but her Face 
might paſs Mufter with ſuch as were not cri- 
tically nice, 


To this Kinſwoman's Care, Francilia's Fas 
ther left her; who conſidering the Wit and 
Prettineſs of her young Charge, began to frame 
ſome Defigns, which the hoped, would turn, 
in time, to both their Advantages. In order 
to put her Projeqtions in Execution, ſhe dreſſed 
Francelia after the beſt manner, well knowing 
that would add to her Darlings Beauty. The 
next thing to be done, was to contrive ſome 
way to bring her to the Sight of the Dutcheſs, 


us if by accident; that in caſe ſhe ſhould not 


approve of her Inſinuation into her Preſence, 
he Error ſhould be attributed to mexe Chance, 
and ſo the mare excuſable, | gt 


To this purpoſe, the Matron got ſamebody 
of the Dutcheſs's Family, to give her notice 


when ſhe would be next at the Juilleries, that 


under pretence of ſhowing her Niece the fine 
Places in Paris, ſhe would be walking in ſome 


part of the Garden, as by accident, with the 
' young one, ſo as to be ſeen by the Dutcheſs. 


The Perſon employed gave notice as ſoon as he 


ſaw the Dutcheſs's Coach and Livery at the 


Gate, and the Aunt was not Iong after, without 


app ar ing with her pretty Niece, at the ſame 
place, Taey paſſed kom one Walk to another, 


almoſt 


body 
otice 
that 
e fine 
ſome 
h. the 
cheſs. 
as he 
it the 
thout 
fame 
other, 


lmoſk 


any thivg ſhould make her 
This ſhe ſpoke with that Sprightlineſs and 
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almoſt all over the Garden, without meeting 


with the Datcheſs; but at laſt, when they - 
were out of hopes of finding her, they percei- 
ved the Duke, who, having eyed the young - 


Niece, was drawing towards them. Tne Duke 


being come up to them, after he had paſsd a Jeſt io 


the Aunt, of having made uſe of his Dutcheſs's 
Coach, which he accidentally met with empty, 
turned himſelf to the Niece, telling her, a- 
mongſt other things, how happy he was to 
have had the pleaſure to behold a Beauty, 
which doubtleſs would be the Admiration of 
the whole Court, The Aunt, who plaiuly per- 
cerved her Niece was a little confuſed, replied, 


That her Niece was not ſo conſiderable to make 


any Figure at Court, neither {Would ſhe appear 


but very rarely abroad any where. The Duke 


taking very little notice of the Aunt's Diſ- 


courſe, again diretted his Diſcourſe to the 


Niece, ſaying, That ſhe ought, in Juſtice, to 
appear in that ſame Place again, prepared with 
Balm, to heal the Wounds ſhe had made. 
The brisk young Stranger told the Duke, that 
me was lately come from a Place where there 


was ſo little Diſcourſe of that Nature, that ſhe 


was at a very preat Loſs for an Anſwer, but 


that ſhe hoped her Aunt. would be fo kind as 
to inform her, both as to her Behaviour and 


Diſcourſe, that till then ſhe ſhould remain ſi- 
lent, chuſing rather to do fo, than to offer at 
paſs as ridiculous. 


brisk Air, with which ſhe uſually accompanied 
all her Actions. The Duke was pleaſed, and 
told the Aunt, he would, by her Permiſſion, 
take upon him to ſhow her Niece the Curioſi- 
ties of the City, and offered his Coach for that 


purpoſe, The aunt having returned the Duke 


moſt 
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moſt humble Thanks for the Honour he did 


them, repreſented to him, that ſuch an Action 


would make a Noiſe, and draw too many Eyes 
upon them, which would be vaſtly inconveni- 
ent, conſidering her Reſolution to live retired 
with her Niece. The Duke, upon Conſidera- 
tion, declined his Requeſt, contenting him- 
ſelf with telling them, that he would ſend a 
Supper to the Aunt's Houſe, and that he would 
come to eat with them that night; ſo taking 
Leave, he went to his Coach, and failed not at 
the appointed Hour, to come to the Aunt's 
Lodgipgs, where he before had ſent a handſome 
Collation and Supper. It was there that the 
Puke was charm'd with the Beauty and Agree- 
ableneſs of his ittle Miſtreſs, as he term'd her. 


He admired her Forwardneſs and Sharpneſs of 


Wit; and after ſtaying a very, conliderable 
time, took leave of the young Niece, defirin 
the favatr to pleaſe himſclf at another Enter» 
tainment with ſo agreeable a Perſon, 


The next Morning, wh! the Aunt was buſy 


in informing her Niece o. the way of the Court, 


and of the Difference which was to be uſed to- 
watds Perſons of Quality, ſuch as the Duke, 
they were told, that a Perſon from the Duke 
of Bellame deſired to ſpeak with the Aunt, ſhe 


- preſently went to meet the perſon, who con- 


fienir.g into her Hands a little Pacquet, told 
her his Commillion was at an end. The Pac- 
quet conhu A of two Letters, one directed to 


the Aunt, the other to the Niece. Incloſed in 
the Letter to the laſt, was a very rich Neck- 
lace of Pearls; after ſhe had admired the Be au- 


ty of them, ſhe had the Curioſity to read the 
Letter, which was conceived in the following 


- 


a My 
4 


n 

My Charmer, | , * 
know not whether Fortune intended me 
Ia greateſt of Pleaſures, or of Affliction, 
when ſhe brought me to behold thoſe Charms 
which reſide in your Perſon ; you are the only 
Oracle can decide that Point, According ag 
you receive my ſmall Preſent, and my Perton, 
the next time I give myſelf the Happineſs to 
wait on you, (which muſt not be long deferred 
if I would live) 1 ſhall be able to gueſs whe- 
ther you decree me for Life or Death: If you 
will not. grant me the Favour of a Line from 
your fair Hand, permit your Aunt to inform 
me whether I may hope a favourable Recepti- 
on from you, after this free Confeſſion; my 
Heart commands my Hand to declare, that it 
no longer can live, but under the Title of your 

devoted Slave, and moſt pathonate Lover, 


A Perſon ſo am rous as our young Niece 
was, could not rea fnch a free and open De- 
claration of Love, u hout feeling ſtrange E- 
motions in her Soul. To be ſo magnificently 
preſented, and ſo paſſionately courted, by one 
of the Grandees of the Kingdom, who wanted not 
various ſorts of Beauties, and by a Perſon who 
had never ſeen her but the Day before; all theſe 
Things confider'd, notwithſtanding her natural 

y Humour, made her fix her Eyes on the 
Ground, till her Aunt came to give her an Ac- 
count of what the Duke had writ to her, 


Indeed, Niece, I know not what to think of 
you, nor of your Proceedings, ſaid ſbe, I am as 
much ſurpriſed at your good Fortune, as I am 
at your Charms, which are irteſiſtable , = 
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yield to your Power, and you force even Na- 
ture heiſelf to alter her Meaſures, and to pro- 
duce the Effects of a youthful Spring, in the 
midſt of Winter Snow. Be judge yourſelf, 
continu'd ſhe, of what I ſay: With that ſhe 

ave her Niece the Letter ſhe had received 
5 the Duke, which was couched in very a- 
morous Terms, and full of Paſſion for Fran- 
cel ia. 


During the reading'of this Letter, the Niece, 
notwithſtanding the red Colour which her ten- 
der Years and unexperience in ſuch Matters, 
from a Perſon of ſo great Quality, did raiſe in 
her Cheeks, permitted a certain Joy to ſteal 
into her Eyes. which ſufficiently expreſſed the 
Pleaſure ſhe felt within her at the knowledge 
of the Duke's Paſſion. The Aunt ſo plainly 
perceived this, that it haſtened her to perform 
what ſhe came about, before thoſe new Impreſ- 
ſions ſhould take too much Root in her Niece's 
amor us Diſpoſition: She therefore told her 


(not regarding the Loſs of the Duke's Favour) 


theſe were Things ſo common, that, in Paris, 


young handſome Women would ſometimes re- 


ceive half a Dozen ſuch Letters in a Morning; 
that this is only a picee of Gallantry to exer- 
ciſe their Pens, and their Lacqueys Heels, more 


than their Wit and Diſpofition. That ſhe did 


not doubt but the Duke had writ the ſame Let- 
ter, verbatim, to ſeveral other Women that ve- 
ry Morning. The Niece gave ear to her Aunt's 
Diſcourſe, but her Heart was tos ſuſceptible of 
Love, to believe what ſhe ſaid; ſhe told her 


Aunt, that ſhe could never believe any Perſon 


would take delight in writing ſuch paſſionate 


things to a Woman, without ſome Emotion in 
their Breaſts; that a little time would try whe-. 


ther 
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ther the Duke was ſincere or not, and that if 


the Duke ſhould come himſelf, to aſſert what 


he had writ, 1t would be a great means to con- 
vince her, that he did not diſſemble. The Aunt 
obſerving, by her Niece's Forwardneſs, that the 
Duke's Age and Marriage Condition would be 
of no Uſe to her, to repel his amorous Aſſaults, 
and that ſhe would not make any long Capitu- 
lation or Reſiſtance, ſhe found, that though her 
Brother-in-law had atted politically, in ridding 
his Hands of ſuch brittle Ware, yet he had not 
ſhown all the Prudence in the World, to fend a 
young: Thing of ſo agorous a Diſpoſition, to a 
lace where young Perſons were ſo liable to 
Temptations. She conſidered again, that her 
Brother's Confidence in her made him entruſt 
his Child in her Hands; ſhe reſolved to deſerve 
that good Opinion, by taking all the Care ſhe 
poſſibly could of her Niece. To this purpoſe, 
ſhe proceeded in her Inſtructions to her, adding, 
that ſhe would, by ſome means or ather, get 
her into the number of the Dutcheſs of Bella- 
me's Followers, where ſhe would ſee none but 
virtuous Actions, and would-be freed not only 
from the Duke's importunate Letters, but of 
all others. The Aunt was as good as her word, 
in a ſhort time, for having perſuaded her Niece, 
not without much ado, to return the Pearls to 
the Dake the next time he ſhould come to ſee 
her, ſhe went about what ſhe deſigned, as to 
getting her Niece introduced to the Dutcheſs. 


Her Niece's Arrival had made her neglect, 
in ſome meaſure, thoſe alliduous Attendances 
winch ſhe uſually paid to the Dutcheſs, who 
finding no body * give any account of her, 


ſent a Perſon to enquire into the Reaſon of her 


Abſence; that Perſon came ſo luckily to ſerve 
GC her 
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ner in her Deſign, that ſhe preſently took the 
opportunity of informing her, that a Niece of 
hers, whom ſhe was willing to gratify in ſhew- 
ing the Curioſities of Paris, as being a Stranger, 
had cauſed her to be guilty of ſuch Neglect to- 
wards the Dutcheſs, whom ſhe hoped would 
be ſo good as to forgive her, when the was in- 
formed of the Occaſion; adding, ſhe hoped her 
Friend would let the Dutcheſs know this, and 
when ſhe might have the honour to preſent her 
Niece to her. This Friend was conducted to 
the Niece, whom they found ſitting with her 
Hand on her Head, in deep Meditation, The 
Lady ſaid, ſhe was certain the Dutcheſs would 
be taken with her, and that ſhe would herſelf 
uſe her good Offices, to get her in a Station 
near the Dutcheſs's Perſon, After a little more 
Difcourſe, the Lady was taking her Leave, 
when ihe met the Duke, who was coming to 
ſee his new Miſtreſs. The Duke was ſurpriz'd 
at the Reincounter of a Woman, whom ſhe 
knew was every day at the Dutcheſs's Toilet, 
and did not know well what to ſay for himſelf; 
but being a Perſon of a ready Wit, be preſent! 
taok her by the hand, telling her, that thoug 
| he had de ſigned, when he came, to have taken 
the Miftreis of the Honſe with him, to look on 
fome Things he had a mind to buy, yet as good 
Fortune had preſented him with another Aſliſ- 
- tance, he would, embrace it; and preſently re- 
turning to his Coach, he led the Gentlewoman 
along with hun, whom he, in a little time, diſ- 
Paſed of, ſo as the knew nothing of his Inten- 
ons. | | 


Type Dnke ſoon returned back to ſee his 
young Miſtreſs, whom he found all alone: Her 
Aunt nol thinking of the Duke's coming, was 


gone 
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gone a Door or two from her own Houſe, to 
the Labour of one of her Neighbours, where 
ſhe had been called. The Duke's coming ſo 
early that Morning, was occaſion'd by the 
King's giving him the Command of the Men 
and Gallies, which he was ſending to aſliſt the 
Venetians, and hinder the Turks from taking 
Candia. He gave his Miſtreſs an Account of 
his Buſineſs and his Paſſion, to both which, the 

oung forward one, who was not overawed by 
hes Aunt's Preſence, gave ſuch Anſwers, as 
did Doſes Far expreſs how ſenſible ſhe was of 


the Dufge's Favour, She forgot, for ſome time, 
her PaMniſe made to her Aunt, to return the 
NeckEce again to the Duke, but at laſt the 
took occaſion, at ſome Words, to draw it out of 
her Pocket, and offer it him, The Duke ſur- 
prized at that Action, when he leaſt expected 
1', ſtood, for a time, mute; but, looking on her 
with as much Love as he conld expreſs with kis 
Eyes, at laſt he thus broke out: Is it poſule, 
fair one, that after thoſe Hopes I had entertain'd 
in me, I ſhould ſee myſelf ſo nnſortunate, as. to 
have the firft Te/i:mony of my Paſton (tho' ſmall I 
confeſs) ſo much ſligbted, as not thought worthy of 
Acceptance? Pardon me, my Lord, replied the 
Niece, that bejides the Knowledge of my Unworthis 
neſs, I follow the Directions of a Perſon whom my 
Parents have given a full Authority over me. 
This malicious Iatimation ſhe made on pur- 
pofe, to lay the Fault of every thing on her 
Aunt, whoſe Abſence the Duke taking advar- 
tage on, not only perſuaded his Miſtreſs to re- 
tain the Pearls, but to accept of whatever elſe 
he ſhould ſend her, with Privacy. In ſhort, 
the Duke found the way ſo to pleaſe his Miſ- 
treſs's Humour, that, after an Intercourſe of 
ſome few Letters, which were privately recei» 
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ved from, and delivered to her, ſhe expreſſed 
herſelf willingly and ready to obey the Duke, 
in whatſcever he ſhould require of her, 


The Duke being thus got to the higheſt 
Point of his D ſigns, thought of nothing more, 
but of contriving ſeme Opportunity for an 
Enjoyment, But whilſt he had buſied his 
Brains about that, he received an Order from 
the King, which commanded him on board, 
within forty-eight Hours at fartheſt, This was 
a Blow unexpected, and though through his 
Advice his Miſtreſs feigning an Indiſpoſition, 
had, by that means, avoided being preſented to 
the Dutcheſs of Pellame by her Aunt, yet he 
began to fear, that he ſhould he glad to leave 
her in his Wife's Hands, as thinking her moft 
ſecure there, againft the Temptations of others, 
The Duke, notwithſtanding the ſmall time al. 
loted him, preſſed hard for Enjiyment, but could 
nat prevail; yet he propoſed to F. ancelia to take 
her along with him to Candia. This gave her the 
opportunity to ſhew ſhe had as much Courage as 
Wit and Beauty; for the preſently embraced the 
Offer, deſiring the Duke only to take her away 
Hecretly from her Aunt, and ſhe would be ready 
to follow him, | 
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Her Aunt all this while believed the Duke 
had got ſome other Miftreſs, and had quite for 

t her Niece, whom ſhe perſuaded to get inte 
Chair, to be carried to the Dutcheſs of Bella 
me; the Duke had ſoon notice of this, and {4 
ſome Perſons to watch all the Chairs that ſhoul: 
go out of the Aunt's Honſe, with Orders, thi 
when they ſhould perceive. a. Chair, with 
young Gentlewoman in it, they ſhould ord 
the Chairmen te follow them, where the * 
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had appointed, ſhe ſhould be received. She was 
carried out, only accompanied by her Aunt's 
Foot-boy, the beiog gone to the Dutcheſs be- 
fore, to be ready to receive her Niece; preſent- 
ly were the Duke's Spies about the Chair, and 
whilſt tome were bidding the Chairmen to turn 
down the next Corner they ſhould come at, o- 
thers were buſy in amuſing the Foot-boy ano- 
ther way, that he ſhould not ſee which way the 
Chair was cerried, This affair was ſo nicely mana- 
ged, that the Boy ran directly forward to the Dut- 
caeſs's, curſing the Chairmen for walking fo fait. 


Mean while, Francelia was joyfully received 
by thoſe the Dake had appointed fo to do, and 
they having ſent him Word ſhe was come, he 
flew, with all the Eagerneſs of a haſty Lover, 
to viſit her: As ſoon as the firſt Careſſes and 
Embraces were over, he acquainted her with 
the Suddenneſs of his Departure, and propoſed 
her going with him in the Habit of one his 
Pages. He ſaid he hoped ſhe did not take this 
Propoſal ill, aſſuring her, he would be as care. 


ful and tender of her as his own Heart; that 


ſhe ſhould have all manner of Accomodation, 
ſhould lie in his own Cabin, eat and drink 
with him; that no body ſhould ever know of 
her Diſguiſe, and that when once arrived at 
Candia, it ſhould he to her Choice, whether ſhe 
would continue under that Diſguiſe, or reſume 


the Habit of her own Sex. He told her ſo many 


fine things, and expreſſed ſo mach Paſſion and 

Tenderneſs towards her, that ſhe conſented to 

all his Deſires; and being equipp'd with all things 

ſuitable for a Page, ſhe was conducted, with the 

reſt of the Duke's Retinue, in the Admirals 

Galley, where ſhe found as much Civility, Lo 
| | | „ a an 
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and Paſſion, as the Duke had promiſed ſhe ſhould 
receive. 


We muſt leave them floating on the Waves, 
to return to the Aunt, who, after Jong waiting 
for her Niece in vain, ſent for her Foot-boy, to 
give an account of her, who told her, that he 
miſled the Che ir in a Crowd, and theught the 
Chairmen might have got before him, and ſet 
the Lady down, which made him wait there 
contented. The Aunt was a little ſatisfied with 
this, ſometimes ſhe thought the Chairmen had 
miſtaken the Houſe, or that ſhe was ſuddenly 
taken ill, and gone home again. She thought 
of every thing but the right; and though the 


Dutcheſs ſent her Servants to make all poſſible 


Enquary, yet no News was to be had; fo that 


returning home diſconſolate, ſhe ſent for all her 


Friends, engaging them to afliſt her, with all 


their Power and Intereſt, to endeavour to reco- 


yy her Niece, whom ſhe concluded to be ſto- 
en. 


The Duke had a very quick Voyage, arrived 


at Candza, where he landed his Forces, and in- 


trenched them: Francelia thought herſelf hap- 
Py With the Duke, but unfortunately for her; 
in an Engagement with the Enemy, a Mine 
was ſprung under him. After which he was 
never ſeen or heard of. Ill News flies faſt, no 
ſooner was that Engagement over, but the Loſs 
of fo eminent a Perſon was ſpread over the 


whole "ea Fax Fleet, where you may ima- 


gine how his Miſtreſs received the ſhocking 
account. In an inftant ſhe found herſelf in the 
midſt of Enemies, encompaſſed round with Fire 


and Smoke, and her Ears dulled with the Cries 
of dying Men, and herſelf deftitute of all 
| | . 5 Friends, 
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Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance, to pro- 
tect her in a Diſguiſe unbecoming her Sex, In 
the midſt of theſe Tumults and Diſtractions, 
ſhe abandoned herſelf to ſuch an Exceſs of 
Grief, as ſhe could ſcarce ſupport herſelf under. 
She had thrown. herſelf upon a Bed" in her 
Lord's Cabin, drowned in Tears, when a Gentle- 
man came 1n, and cafting himſelf on his Knees 
by her Bedſide, ſaid, * Madam, you have done 
your part, in paying your Devoirs to the Me- 
* mory of your worthy Friend, I ſhare in your 
Affection, having in the ſame Perſen, loſt a 
noble and honourable Patron; but, Madam.” 
At this ſecond time of hearing the Word 
Madam, and knowing that no Woman but her- 
ſelf was in the Fleet, ſhe could not but ſtart, 
and appeared very much concerned, notwith- 
ſtanding the Grief in which ſhe was involved. 
The Gentleman perceiving this, ſaid, Madam, 
as an argument I was privy tothe Duke's grea- 
teft Concerns, I came to tell you, he had con- 
fided in me the Secret of your being diſguiſed 
in a Page's Habit, aul that he made me promiſe 
to aſſiſt you, in caſe any unhappy unforefeen 
Accident ſhould deprive vou of him, If my 
Care or Prot Aion can be of any Service to you, 
Madam, I offer it with all the Submiſſion and 
Reiped imaginable, and ſhall always, according 
to your particular Orders and Commands. 


Francelia found ſhe conld no longer decline 
giving this obliging Gentleman an anſwer. She 
told him, She was ſenſeble of his kind Oiters, 
„but that the Agitations of her Mind were ſo 
great, ſhe ſcarce knew-what ſhe ſaid or did. 
* She deſired time to give vent to her Sighs and 
* Tears, and told him, ſhe wonld, with all 
* humble acknowledgements , 3 - 

| Kind- 
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* Kindneſs and Ail:ſtance, in conveying her 
back to her own Country. The young Offi. 
cer replied, he would do all in his power for her, 
Mean time, he ſaid, with her Leave and Per- 
* mithon, he would order a Servant of his to 
* wait on her, that ſhe might know, at any 
time, where to ſend to him, when ſhe had 


© occaſion This ſaid, he made a+ profound 
Reverence, and went out of the Cabin. 


- 
* 
©. 
& 
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Not long after, the Servant, whom he had 
left at the Entrance of the Cabin, hearing our 
afflicted Lady fetch a deep Sigh, believed the 
had called, and went in to enquire. Francelia 
took that opportunity, to enquire who his Maſ- 
ter was, and he acquainted her he was a Perſon 
of Quality, who had a conſiderable Command 
in the Navy, and that he had ordered him to 
wait upon her till farther Orders. After, ſhe 
had ſatisfied her Curiofity, ſhe bad the Servant 
retire, and threw herſelf en the Bed, when ha. 

ving been three Days and Nights without Sleep, 
and fell into a Slumber. Another Officer, who 
woes nominated ta be Admiral, ſent his own 
Servants, with ſome of the late Duke's, to ſee 
the Deceaſeu's Goods removed, and to put in 
his own. They came into the Cabin, while ſhe 
was in her dead Sleep, they were told ſhe was 
a Favourite of the late Duke's, and one of his 
Pages, who grieved very much for his Death. 
This made the Servants mind their Buſineſs in 
removing ſome Cheſts, leaving that of the Beds 
to another time; after which, they left the 
Cavin; except the eldeſt Page, Thus was the 
Lady left unmoleſted, who, in the midft of her 
deep Sleep, her Imagination being agitated by 
Dreams, made her utter theſe Werds: Why will 
von be gone, my Lord, and leave your poor your 


Mift; es - 
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ceived her Diſorder, 
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Miſtreſs bebind you? This ſhe ſpoke ſo loud and 
diſtinctly, that the Page, who was preſent, 
could pot but take notice of it; and a little 
while after, ſtretching forth her Arms, as if to 
retain him, ſhe added; My dear Duke, I will 
follow you wherever you go; and with the Moti- 
on ſhe made, ſhe awak'd, ſtarted up, and per- 
ceived the Page gazing on her. The Page per- 
dot preſently made her 

ſenſible of the Diſcovery ſhe had made of her- 
ſelf, by ſay ing, Lou have betrayed your own 
Secret, Madam; but let me adviſe you, not 
* to add more Aﬀiction to that which has been 
the Cauſe of your Diſcovery, and if you think 
me worthy to ſerve you, employ me inavhat 


vou ſhall think fit” The young Lady was in 


a great Conſternation, yet plucked up her Spi- 
rits, and made a ſuitable Acknowledgement for 
his proffered Services, telling him, at proper 
time, ſhe would make uſe of them, and in the 
Interim deſired he would keep every thing re- 
lating to her a Secret. This he aſſured her of, 


and, making a low Obeifance, went out of the 
Cabin. 


He was juſt going out of the Galley, when 
he met with the new Commander of it; who was 
coming to take Poſſeſſion of the Cabin. This 
made him immediately return back again, be- 
lieving, that the young Lady might have oc- 
enſion to make uſe of his Service. The Officer 
being entred the Cabin, and perceiving one in 
the late Duke's Livery lying on the Bed, in- 
quired who it was. The Page made anſwer, it 
was one of his Fellow-Pages, who was & little 
Sea-fick. The Officer took no farther notice, but 
left the Cabin and Galley alſo, bidding the Page 
take care to get every thing of the late Duke's 

: 1 removed, 
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removed, becauſe he intended to lie there that 
night. Francelia, who had heard what was or- 
dered, was glad to find the Page ſtaid behind in 
the Cabin, that ſhe might conſult with him 
what was beft for her to do. As ſoon as ſhe 
found the Coaſt clear, ſhe got off the Bed. Chan- 
© dore, ſaid ſhe, for ſo was he named, I find 
© ſuch a neceflity of wholly truſting myſelf to 
your Care and Boonty, in the diſmal Condi- 
* tion I am in, that in the Opinion I have 
* you are generous, and that you wall deal like 
* a Gentleman by me. I wholly rely on your 
© Friendſhip, to uſe all your Means to get me 
© back to my native Country, And here is my 
Hand, added the, that I will be ſenſible of 
* all your Kindneſſes to me, when I once ſet 
* foot again in my dear Country.” There need- 
ed no more to ſpur on the young brisk Page, 
'who was already in love with Francelia, He 
reiterated to her the Aſſurance of his Fidelity 
and Service, and told her, that he would im- 
mediately go and get as good a Place as he poſ- 
ſibly could, in the belt Cabin of that Veſſel ap- 
pointed to carry back the late Duke's Servants 
and Effects; and that ſo ſoon as he had got all 
things ready for her Removal, he would come 
with proper Perſons to fetch her, and the Ef- 
fects belonging to her, With that he immedi- 
a ely went out of the Cabin, not ſtaying for 
her Anſwer. ho A 


Francelia was ſomewhat ſatisfied with the Aſ 
ſurances Chandere had given her, and opened 
her Trunk, to look in the Casket the late Duke 
had given her, a little before the unhappy Ac- 
cident had befel him; but ſhe had no ſooner 
opened her Trunk, but the Officer, who was a 
Marquis, and had before diſcovered to 1 his 
a ARCS * ** ' | now- 
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at 1 | 
Knowledge of her Sex, came into the Cabin - 


in This made her ſhut the Trunk again, to receive 
m him with Reſpett; his Garb, Mien, and Pre- 


ne | ſence ſpeaking him ſome Perſon of Quality, 
though without Attendance; Iam come, Ma- 
nd « dam, ſaid he, to lead you to an Apartment, 
to which Ihave cauſed to be made ready for you, 
li «© when I underſtood that the Commander of the 
* © Galley was to take Poſſelhon, and lie in it 


this Night.“ Fraxcelia returned the Nobleman 
ur Thanks for the Care he had of her, but, at 
ne the ſame time, acquainted him, that the eldeft 
Jof the late Duke's Pages, had got her à good 


of F Accomodation in the Veſſel deſigned to carry 
et home the late Duke's Equipage and Effects. 
d. She ſaid, that ſhe was infinitely obliged to 
0 him, yet with bis Permiſſion, was willing to 


remain where ſhe was, that ſhe might be in 
JKReadineſs to go when they put to Sea. 


The Officer made anſwer, That, to his Know- 
P. ledge, the Galley would not be permitted to go, 
s till they had beaten the Turks out of Caudia, or 
ntrerly loſt it; that to be long confined to a 
N« | Cabin, without Converſation, and liable to the 
Inſults of S:rvants, would add to her Affliction; 
that he had prepared a Tent purpoſcly for her, 
or on the Sea Shore, where ſhe might be as ready 
to embark at all times,as be continued where the 

0 then was; that his own Servants ſhould con- 
＋ſtantly attend her, and that ſhe ſhould be free 
from Diſcovery. In fine, he told her, ſo many 

ke things, that ſhe conſented, he promifing to let 


c Chandore know to what Place the went, Her 
nt Trunks were carried by Seamen to the Place 
4 a but the Marquis deſigned nothing 
* leſs, than to let Chandore know any thing of her. 


Tho 


. 


The Officer conducted her to a very curioys 
Tent, where all things neceſſary for her Uſe, 
nay, even to Delicacy of Attendance, had been 
provided for her, The Marquis, in a little 
time, took his Leave, only leaving with her a 


young Moze/co Woman, whom he had lately 
made Priſoner, | 


Mean while Chandore was returned to the 
Galley, in order to take Francelia along 
with him, and had brought Perſons to carry 
her Things; but in what Amazement and 
Confuſion was he, when he found the Cabin 
empty, both of the Lady and all her Goods ; 


he preſently made Enquiry after the young 


Page of every Perſon that was in that Galley, 
and Iik:wiſe viſied all the Galleys in the Port, 
and at faſt got News, that an Officer of Qua- 
Iity had been with her, and had led her along 
with him, His next buſineſs was to get a-ſhoar, 
where he continued. his diligent Search, and 
being 1gnorant who was the Officer that had 
conveyed her to Land, accidentally addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to him, juſt as he was return- 
zng to her1ato the Tent; he, with -Reſpect, 
enquired, whether he could inform him of = 
young Page, lately belonging to the Admiral, 
which he did with ſo much Earneſtneſs and 
Concern, that it was eaſy for the intelligent Of- 
ficer to ſee, it was ſomething more than the 
Acqusintance of a fellow Page, made him ſo 
earneſtly inquiſitive; wherefore, to be rid of 
ſo troubleſome a Rival, he roughly anſwered 
him, that he ſhould apply himſelf to other 
Perſons to enquire after Pages, and that he did 
not uſe to concern himſelf with Boys; and, 
turning his Back on him, went into the . 
: : This 
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This Anſwer to an amorous Perſon, in queſt 
after the Object of his Affections, was provok- 
ing to the higheſt Degree, and hed not the Of- 
ficer {b ſuddenly left him, Chandore, who was 
a Gentleman of Courage, would not have fail- 
ed of returning à ſuitable Anſwer, However, 
as Lovers Eyes and Ears are always more open 
than others, he did imagine, that ſomethiog 
more than ordinary had cauſed this Officer, in 
all other teſpects civil enough to give ſo rough 
an Anſwer. This made him hover, all that E- 
vening, about the Tent; yet with that Cauti- 
on, as not to be ſeen by the angry Officer, who 
he began to ſuſpe& had a Knowledge. of his 
Miſtreſs's Sex, and was become his Rival. He 
was not Ignorant of the Familiarity. which this 
Officer had with the late Duke, and miſtrufts 
ed, that the Duke might have communicated ſo 
great a Secret to him. He conſidered the Pow- 
er of his ſuppoſed Rival, and reſolved to act 
with Subtilty and Craft, determining, if Fran- 
celia ſhould expreſs any Indifference for him, 
or any thing to his Rival's Advantage, that he 
would loſe his Life, or rid himſelf of fo pow - 
erful a Competitor. 


Various Stratagems and Devices did Chandore 
make uſe of, to converſe with his dear Francelia, 
and ſeveral Letters paſe'd between them; but 
as the Circumſtances are not very Material, we 
ſhall paſs them over here, cn'y acquaintingftie 
Reader, that the Marquis diſcovered the Corr. - 
ſpondence between them, and though he con- 
cealed and diſſembled his Reſ-ntment, yet he 
took Care to remove Chandore, by a Stratagem. 
He went to the Commander in Chief, aud ri. 
preſented to him, That there were divers W 

; the 
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the late Admiral's Retinue that lay Idle, who 
might render ſignal Service; and particularly 


inſiſted on a certain Page of the late Duke's, 


Who, he ſaid, was his particular Favourite, 


This was fo well reliſhed by the General, 
who was both willing to gratify the Marquis, 
and te do ſomething in Honour to the Memory 
of the Duke, that he ſent for Chandore, and 
commanded him to att next and immedrately 
under the chief Commander of thoſe Forces 
which he was ſending forth that Night, to ſur- 
prize and force a Paſs from the Enemy. Poor 
Chandorxe, aſtoniſhed at the Command, which 
at any other time he would gladly have obey'd, 
durſt not refuſe the Honour, though, by it, he 
was forced to leave Francelia in the Power of 
his Rival. | | | 


Thus did the Marquis rid himſelf, in an ho- 
nourable Way, of thoſe Inquierudes which this 
young Rival gave him, without letting him 

ow that the Blow came from his Hand. 


The Affairs of the Chriftians going daily to 
ruin, *> the Turks pouring in ſuch vaſt Num- 
bers, the French bethonght themſelves of a 
timely Retreat, and every Officer perceiving, 
that the next Aſſault the Infidels ſhould give, 
the City of Cana would be loſt, they began, e- 
very one in Particular, to provide for their own 
Safety. The Marquis, who had a conſiderable 
Eftate to invite him to Itve and enjoy it, and 
who came firſt into Candia but as a Voluntier, 
was none of the laft to provide for his Safety, 


.* being the more induced to be one of the for- 
. wardeſt, on the Account of Francelia, whom 


he paſſionately loved. 
| 4 | | * For 
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For this Reaſon, the Marquis made choice of 
that Veſlel appointed for the Tranſportation of 
the late Duke's Goods and Retinue, it being 
ready to put to Sea, He took Francelia with 
him, with all their Goods and Servants, and, 
by his own Power and Authority, ordered the 
Galley to Sea, and they were the firſt that came 


to the French Coaft, when Francelia re. aſſumed 
the Habit of her Sex, 


Thus was Francelia returned into her own 
Country, not without being daily ſolicited by 
the Marquis, to obtain the ſame Favour the 
Duke of Bellame had enjoyed. Whether he 
ſucceeded in his Addreſſes to her, T am not able 
to determine, my Memoirs failing me in that 
Particular, 0 


The Marquis was no ſooner returned to Pa- 
is, but divers of the firſt Rank deſired to be 
informed of him, concerning the moſt re- 
markable Paſſages that had happened in Can. 
dia; and amongſt other Things, having once 
mentioned to a Friend of his, the Renconnter 
he had with Fraxcelia, after the Death of the 
Duke of Bellame; whom he had taken along 
with him fcom Paris. This Friend related it 
to another, and he to a third, by which means 
it came to the Ears of the Dutcheſs of O-—+5, 
(who was Henrietta Daughter of C s the 
Firſt, and Siſter to Ch the Second) who was 
very deſirous to learn the Adventures of that 
young Damſel from her own Mouth. 


She having found her Aunt dead at her Re- 
turn, had taken (or the Marquis for den) 4 


ture we ſhall call Dorabella 
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handſome Lodging, where ſhe ſtill continue? 
to receive the Marquis's Viſits; and pats, 

ſome Moments alſo in contriving what Excuſe 

to give the World for her Ramble to Candi; 

She thought none fo good as to ſay, that the 

Duke had cauſed her to be forcibly carried to 
Marſeilles, where he had put her on board, and 
conveyed her to Candia againft her. Will, and 

all the Supplications ſhe could make to the 
contrary. With this formal Story ſhe went to 
the D-—s of Or ———$s {whom for the fu- 
who was ſo takey 

with her feigned Innocence, and the witty ac- 
count ſhe gave of her ſelf, and of the Duke of 
Bellame, that ſhe highly careſſed her, and re- 
ceived her into her Family, after which Fran- 


7... celia lighted the Marquis. Dorabella had not 
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entertained Francelia very long in her Service, 
when the Grand Monarque, alias Tyrannides, 
judged it very neceſſary for the Advancement 
of his Affairs and Deſigns, to ſend her to pre- 
vail with her Brother, a Prince of the Iſles, to 
enter into a private League with him, both 
offenſive - and defenſive, notwithſtanding a 
League which had not long before been made 
betwixt the ſaid Prince and others. 


e 
— 
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HDyirannides having had the Satisfaction of 
hearing and admiring the Ingenuity cf Fran- 
celia, thought her not only fit to accompany 
Dorabella into the Iles, but alſo judged her a 
proper Inſtrument to forward his Deſign, by 
influencing the Prince, She was therefore 
pitched * to be one of the Princeſs s Atten- 

dants, and not only as a bare Cypher, but as 
one proper to manage, with good Directions, 
any Buſineſs of State that ſhould be commit- 
ted to her Charge: It is certain, that her Tn 
ucge 
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| fudgment, accurate Apprehenſion, her happy 
* Memory her ſharp Wit, and inſinuatin = 
ule was ſufficient to captivate the Mind of fo a- 
di; morous a Prince, as was the Prince of the Iſles; 
the | eſpecially, when all theſe Accompliſhments 
to were accompanied with a good Share of Beau» 
and ty and Love. N 


the The Princeſs Dorabella. who was very glad 
t to of this Occaſion once more to ſee her dear Bro- 
fu. ther the Prince, made all the Haſte poſſible to 
ten leave Paris. She came ſafe over the Seas with 
2c. 2 very magnificent Train and was received with 
- of boy by her Brother, She ſo won upon the 
re. © Prince, that he quite forgot the Triple League, 
an. ¶ to enter into a ſtrict Alliance with Tyranhides 1 
not the Articles of the Treaty were ſigned, and 
ice, preſently notified by the Princes, 8 


em Fraucelia, who had acted but an an indiffe- 
re- tent Part in the Procurement of this new Alli- 
to ance, according to the Inſtruct ions ſhe had 
oth received. was to manage Things of much 


ade I Subtilty, which ſhe concealed under a ſerious 
Air, did in a ſhort Time infinuate very far 
into the Prince's Mind; ſo that when Pora- 
bella was to retura, he ſhewed and expreſſed 


well the Prince her Brother's natural Pro- 
enlity toLove, and how apt he was to take 
ire; this made her'frequently, in his Pre- 
lence, bid Francelia to prepare to return, and 
as oft as ſhe repeated thoſe harſh Sounds in the 
Princeſs's Ears, he would feel a great Diſtur- 
bance in his Mind, Franeelia, who could not 
but obſerve the Prince's * born Pailion to- 


0 


2 greater Conſequences. Francelids Cunning and 


no leſs Reluctancy in parting with France ia, 
than he did with the Princeſs. Dorabelle knew = 


ward 


das careful of it as 
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ward her, would tyrannize, and frequcntly 
mention the Defire ſhe had of returnivg : in- 
ſomuch, that at laft the good Prince, not able 
to contain any longer, broke out into this 
Paſhon, © Would to Heaven, Madam, ſaid he 
© to his Siſter, that vou was ſenſible of the 
© Trouble I feel at the parting with you, cer. 
* tainly you would then out of Pity retard 
* your Return for ſome Days longer.” Dora- 
hella glad that the Prince had broke the Ice, 
replied, that ſhe found, the longer ſhe ſtayed 
the more ſenſrble ſhe ſhould be at the Separa- 
tion from a Perſon ſo dear to her as he was; 
- wheretore fince there was a Neceſſity of part- 
ing, the thought the ſooner the better to avoid 
the greater Frouble by a lefs, U am ſenfible, 
* Madam, replied the Prince, cf the hard Ne- 
* cethty'of loſing yoy, ard ſeeing It is unavoi- 
dable, be pleaſed to grant me one humble 
* Requeſt, which I ſhall make to you before 
vou go, in order to allay the Anguiſh of my 
Heart, for the Loſs of your dear Prefence. I. 
* there any thing within my Power, the Prin. 
© cels replied, that I can refufe you? The 

rince anſwering with à profound Bow, ſaid, 
Lou cannot bur be ſenſtble, Madam, that you 


have lately found F c:uld refuſe you 9 | 


_ © that encoursges me to go on with my Requeſt, 


£which is, you would e pleaſed. to leave a Ma. 


V Towel of yours behind you in my Cuſtody, 
and under my Charge, aſſur ing you, I will be 

of the Apple of my Eye. 
Lon need but to name, to ſucceed in ſach 4 
© Trifle, Sir, ſaid Dorabella, who gueſſed wel! 


© enough a the Nature of the Jewel, is it any) 
have about me, Sir, continued ſhe, or any 


© other I have worn ſince I came here? Go fetch, 
„added ſhe, ſpeaking to Francelia, the reft of 


ka 


ved th Gi ſe what 
my Jewels, that he Prince ma uſe what 
| 44 pleaſes,” It is hee — {.1d the 
Prince, and taking Francelia by the Hand, as 
ſhe was going ont, this is the Jewel which I 
demanded of you, and which I prize above all, 
theſe that acorn you. Ig | 


The Princeſs was highly pleaſed, as well as 
Francelia, that the Prince run fo readily into 
he Snare prepared for him; ſhe told him, that 
lie was extremely ſorry ſhe could not, for the 
preſent, grant him his Requeſt, becauſe ſhe had 
yromiled Francelia's Relations to convey her 
fe back to them, but that ſhe would uſe her 
vtmoſt Endeavours to prevail with them, to let 
her come again, to have the honour to be made 
Maid of Honour to his Princeſs, and that ſhe 
zould fo tar oblige the Prince, as to write her- 
elf to the Princeſs, to get Fraucelia into her 
_, Fr 

The rezſon of the Princeſe's not yielding to 
rancelio's remaining in the Iſles at that time, 
Was, that ſhe might punctually follow thoſe 
rders which had been given her; which were, 
hrit, to try the Prince's Inclinations towards 
Francetia, and if that took effect, to bring her 
back to receive farther Inſtructions, and to be 
atruſted and inſtructed in ſuch Secrets, which 
net was no occaſion otherwiſe to diſcloſe to 
der. p 


The Princeſs Dorabella having now complea- 
ted her Commiliion, was impatient to return 
to give an account of her Negotiations ; and the 

nnce overjoyed at the Promiſes he had obtai- 
ned from his Siſter, was not ſo earneſt as before, 

p detain her longer. Dorabella returned then, 
E 2 with 


1 


with all the outward Expreſſions of Sorrow, for 
parting with fo dear a Brother, but with a real 

xce's of inward Joy at her good Succeſs. The 
* Prince accompanied her part of the Way, and, 
[ . after a tender Embrace or two, took his Leave, 


and returned with thoſe that attended him. 


„Amongſt the Noblemen who had followed the 
„ Prince, Villarius (then Duke of B — ) wa 
1 7 the. moſt magnificent, and had the moſt Know. 
| ledge of all the Prince tranſacted, either pri- 
Is vate or openly. He was, at that time, ſo much 
in the Prince's Favour, that the Prince thought 
fit to tell him, he would have him to keep ſe. 
cret what he had heard or ſeen, of what Natur: 
127 C # ſoever, eſpecially of his new Amours, from the 
* 1 a,, Knowledge of Cornelia (Dutcheſs of C— d bi 
s then favourite Miſtreſs, whoſe high Spirit, and 
jealous Humour he apprehended above 
things. Villarius did in part obſerve what ti! 
Prince required of him; but his Hatred to Co 
mie lia was ſuch, that he could not conceal fro 
ber n of the Prince's new Miftrels 
which he let her underftand by a third Han. 
on hopes that it would even Look her prov 
eart, | 


This Feud between thoſe two eminent Favou 
rites, was of that Coaſequence, that it is conve 
nient to inform the Reader of it; becauſe that 
in the purſnance of Francelia's Adventure 
thoſe two Perſons are very remarkably con 
cerned. | | 


Not long before the Prince of the Iſles retut 
ned from his Exile, the ſpringing Beauty of 
young Lady, made a Noiſe all over the King 
dom. Villariui was related to her, and gre 
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impatient to ſee her, It is well known, that 
he was the muſt accompliſhed Perſon in the 
World, in all Sorts of Gallantry, and ſeldom 
attempted, but he overcame. All his Conqueſts 

eing gained at a very eaſy Rate, he made 
flight of them; but Love, whom he had often 
oftended, was reſolved, at laſt, to revenge him- 
ſelf, for all his Inconſtancy towards the Fair- 
Scx, by means of this young Beauty. 


Villarius. as J have ſaid, being related to her, 
took the advantage of giving a Vilit to his 
young Kinſwoman, who lived with a Relation 
of hers. Villarius was charmed with her Beau- 
ty, and at the fi-ſt Interview, told her all that 
ſo paſſionate a Heart as his could expreſs. She 
affected to ſeem s if ſhe underſtood not Love's 
Dialett; but that ſeeming Innocency the more 
inflam'd FVillarius's Deſires. 


His frequent Viſits gave Cornelia's Governant 
the Alarm, who began to ſuſpect his Deſign , 
and, in order to thwart them, haſtened a. Match 
which had been ſometime in hand, betwext that 
youg Beauty and a Gentleman of a very conſi- 


derable Eſtate. The Marriage was conſummated, 


notwithſtanding all the lecrei Oppoſitions made 
However, he left not his Purſuits 
for that, tho' he ated not ſo openly as before. 
She anſwered his Expreſſions of Love fo obli- 
gingly, that he made no donbt, but to come to 
Eyn3jyment, ſo ſoon as a fair Opportunity of- 
fered, 


Things were at this paſs, when the Prince of 
the Iſles returned to his Kingdoms, to the great 
Joy and Content of the whole Nation. Amongſt 

thoſe Ladies who longed for the Honour to — 
| TR * ; 
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that Prince's Hands, our young married Lady 


Was not the leaſt ſolicitous. She received that 


Honour, not as the reſt of the Ladies did, but 
with an Opinion, that when the Prince ſaluted 
her, (as he did the reſt of the Ladics) ſhe had 
obſerved ſomething in his Eyes, and felt ſome- 
thing from his Lips, which he had not expreſſed 
to others; and from that time ſhe began to fan- 
Cy, that to be beloved by a Prince, was an Ho- 
- nour as far beyond that ſhe could receive from 
Villarius, as that was above that of the inſipid 
dull Animal called a Husband. She grew me- 
lancholly upon it, and ſick alſo, which made 
Villaring double his Viſits ; but he ſtill found an 
Entertainment, which daily grew cooler and 
cgoler. He had ſtill ſo good an Opinion of 


himſelf, that he wholly attributed that to her 


Indiſpoſition of Body, which was in Reality 8 
Diſtraction of Mind. The Lady recovered ſoon 
as to her bodily Diſtemper, but ſtill ſeemed in 
ſuch Anxiety of Mind, that YVillarias put all 
his Wit to work to find out the Cauſe. | 


Villarinss Viſits grew uneaſy to her, though 
ſne was far from telling him ſo much, yet her 
Actions ſpoke ſo plain, that /iIlarius miſtruſted 
ſomething more than ordinary; which made 
him ſay, What isthere in my Conduct, Ma- 
dam, of late, that may have produced fo 
* ſtrange an Alteration in you, as you manifeſt 
in your Actions, notwithſtanding alleyour 
© Care and Circumſpection to conceal it? She 
excuſed it, by ſaying it was only occaſioned by 
ſome Relicts of her late Diſtemper. Villarius 
told her, he plainly perceived her Diſorder, and 
that Love was the Cauſe of his Misfortune. 
* Well, my Lord, replied Cornelia, I will cop - 
* fels to yau, that you have a Rival; but after 


10 


r , ny 


E | 
* ſo fair and candid a Confeſſion, do me the Juf- 
© tice to believe, that this your Rival is not fo 
in point of Love. In a word, my Lord, Am- 
* bition is my darling Paſſion, and works fo 
powerful in my Mind, that nothing leſs than 
* a crowned Head can allay it. I muſt be be- 
loved by the Prince, I muft be the Prince's 
* Miſtreſs, or I muſt die in Defpair. Remem- 
ber, my Lord, that the Prince is not properly 
* your Rival; and, by Heavens, you need to 
fear no other: It is my Ambition only that he 
« muſt ſatisfy, but you my Love; Ambition 
muſt be firſt ſerved, and you my Inſtrument 


with the Prince.“ 


Villarius was mute for ſome Time; but, af- 
ter a little Pauſe, recovering himlelf, ſaid; 
* Madam, to obey your Commands I ſhall ufe 
© all the Power I have with the Prince, to ſa- 
* tiate your Ambition. Confider, with what 
* Reluctancy I muſt needs go about this Affair; 
* but deceive me not, Madam, after that, nei- 
ther defer one Moment longer to ſatisfy my 
Paſſion; for if you do, I muſt tell you, Ma- 
dam, that you will raiſe ſuch another Paſſion 
in me, as all your Charms will never have 
Power to allay, and that would transform 
*.your beft of Friends into an implacable Ene- 
* my, I go, Madam, to work. your End with 
* the Prince, as you deſire, that I may, with- 
© out any further Delay, obtain what my Paſ- 
© fion_ has ſo long languiſhed for. With ſaying 
this, Filnrinz went out, and, in a ſhort time, 
fo wrought Cornelia's Intereſt with the Prince, 
who was naturally enough inclinable to the fair 
Sex. Cornelia then declared, ſhe had no more 
to do, but to reward Filarius according to his 
Merits, and her Promiſes, 3 

N Shez 
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She, who upon the Favours which ſhe had ſu 
newly received from the Prince, through Vil- 
larius s Means, had let her ſtill growing Ambi- 
tion ſtifle her Love, in lieu of gratify ing him, he 
as ſhe had promiſed, ſhe avoided all Opporty- 
nitics of ſeeing him. Slighted Villarius per- pr 
ceived this, and turned that great Paſlion of 
Love he had for her, into as gr at a one of Ha. alt 
tred and Revenge. Thus did that Lady, to ob- By 
tain great Titles, ſacrifice to her high Spirit, of 

and boundleſs Ambition, the moſt conſtant Lo- 
ver ſhe ever had, which will, in ſome Meaſure, lt 
juſtify Yillarius's Severity towards her, of | 
which we ſhall have occaſion to treat- of ſome Pr 
Particulars, ſo far as they relate to Francelia. 


The Princeſs Doratella being returned to Pa ges 
ris, and having given Tyrannides a full and ſa- he 
tisfactory Account of her Negociation, France- if x: 
lia was preſently taken to tesk; She was in- am 
ſtructed with all the Secrets of the Cabinet of | 
the C tof F as far as they related ; 
to E -d; and was inſtructed in the Part | 
ſhe was to act, both with the Prince of the Iſles, 
and ſuch part of his Miniſtry as were become 
Penſioners to F—-— Gold. Dorabella was ad- 
viſed to write to the Princeſs of the Iſes, con- 
cerning Francelia's having a, Place about her, 
that the Prince's Aff tion towards. her might 
not cool. Villarius was alſo ſollicited to decline 
the Intereſt of Cornelia, and to, eſpogſe that of 
Franeelia. This cor:eſponded exactly with his 
Inclinstions, he moſt carneſtly embraced it, and 
as vigorouſly purſued it. AER {ang 


The Death of Dorabella, which, for the ſud- 
denneſs and Natute of it, ſurpriſed all the 
ä N World, 


„„ 
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World, following preſently after, not without 
ſuſpition of au Italian Trickthaving been play'd, 
occaſioned by the Jealouſy of her Husb-nd, 
was a ſevere Check upon Franeelia, who was 
her chief Favourite: Fortune, nevertheleſs, 
was kind to her, for a Letter came from the 
Princes of the Iſles to have Francelia ſent, to be 
one of her Maids of Honour, notwithſtanding 
all the Intriegues of Cornelia to the contraiy, 
Francelia was put into the Hands of a perſon 
of Qnality, who took care to conduct her over 
into the iſles, and to refign her into his Maje- 
ſty's Hands. Private Lodgings were got for 
her, till others were prepared at Court. The 
Prince failed not to ville her as ſoon as the came, 
and to expreſs all the paſſion imaginable to- 
wards her. All this he did with the greateſt 
Secrecy 1maginable, for fear of Cornelia, whom 
he ſtill dreaded, Yet was ſhe informed of it by 
Villarius's means, who hoped it would tear her 
ambitious Heart to pieces, 


The Prince continued fo aſſiduous in his pri- 
vate Viſits to Francelia, that Cornelia received, 
from divers Hans, the ungrateful News of her 
Rival's getting Ground upon her. The Prince, 
in the mean Time, was very diligent in viſit- 
ing Cornelia, to prevent her Suſpition; but that 
would not do; the was too ſubtle, and too much 
concerned, to ſuffer a Stranger to intrench up- 
on what ſhe called her prerogative. She was 
the Prince's firſt Miſtreſs, nay, his beloved Mi- 
ſtreſs, on whom he had beſtowed veſt Sums of 
Money, and the higheſt degrees of Honour, 
ſo that ſhe was determin'd not to yield, calm- 
ly, all thoſe Advantages to a Foreigner, who 
was not equal to her in Birth, | 


E | Cornelia 


that the might intercept him, when he went 


ſo private, in a Heckney ; asking him, where 


of ſome piivate Aſlignation; but hoped the 
contrary, The fond Prince made no other 
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made him pledge her ſo often, that, at laſt, he 
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Cornelia ſet Spies upon the Prince's Actions, 


rere 


next to lee her Rival, and take him to hericlf 
Ir was not long before News was brought to 
Cornelia, that the Prince was to ſup with France- 


lia, at her Lodgings with Villarius, She preſent- i 


ly gave Orders, that a very great Supper and t 


Fanquet ſhould be prepared agaiuſt ſuch an W g 


Hour that Night, and getting into a Coach, the 4 
hovered up and down near Francelta's Lodgings, M r: 
juſt about the Time the was informed the Prince h 
was 10 go thither in a Hackney Coach: At laſt MW « 
the was told, the Prinee was in taut Coach 8 
Which ſhe ſaw coming towards her; ſhe preſent- MM ti 
ly cauſed her Coachman totu:t about, and ſo met a 
the Prince full but; ſhe told him, ſhe was juſt MW a 

Hing to invite him to come and Sup with her fi 


that Night; that ſhe deſigned. to ſurpriſe him, 
» which was the Reaſon ſhe had not given him 


ſ.lemn Invitation. $:e-wondered at his being 


he was going; and the told him, the was afraid 


Auſwer, than that he was going in a Frolick 
to be merry with half a dezen Friends, in 
whoſe Company he very much delighted, As 
Francelia's Kame was not mentioned, the Prince MW in 
thought himfelf ſafe from Sufpition, fo, ſtep- vi 


ping freely into Cornelia's Coach, he went along 


faction. 


Fi, 
fe 
with her, You may imagine with what Satil- 5 
5 a l 
| "9 99 4 
Cornelia treated him the beſt ſhe eould, and f 6 


quite forgot his former Appointment, and be- 
Zan to be as well pleaſed, and as merry, as bs 
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he had no other Deſign than what he was a- 
bout, Cornelia knew how to flatier him, and 
prevailed on him to lie there that Night, aud 
detain'd him till late the next Morning. 


Villarius and Francelia had been preſently 
informed of the Trick which had been played 
the Prince; and as ſoon as they heard it, they 
gave up all Hopes of ſeeing him that Night, 
and went to Supper, Villarius gave Francelia 
repeated Aſſurances of his Friendthip, and told 
her of an Amour which Cornelia had with a 
certain perſon, but hoped, by means of his 


Spies, to detect her, and ſurpriſe them toge- 


ther. Villarius told her ſo many fine Things, 
and gave her ſuch Tokens of his Friendſhip 
aud Affection for her, that ſhe remain'd highly 
fatisfied with him, 


- She had been informed of the Prince's Hu- 
mour to a Tittle; among the reſt, that the 
more a Woman pretended to Virtue and Chaſti- 
ty, the more the Prince's Heart was inflamed. 
For which Reaſon, ſhe refolved to appear with 
ſo much ſeeming Modeſty, that the fend Prince 
believed her an Angel. 


No ſooner was the Prince got to his Lndgs 
inge, and retired for ſome Moments, but Villa- 
rius came to him. The Prince told him pre- 
ſently, as a great Secrer, how he had met with 
Cornelia, and hed yielded to her Heſires, by 
ſtaying with her all Night. Sir, ſaid Villari- 
* us to him, to let you know, Iam informed of 
* all Cornelia's' Actions; I {hall ere long let 
* you ſee how faithful ſhe is to yon, and what 


* Reaſon you have to be fo to ber, to ſtand 0 


much in Awe of her as you do; 1 know ane 
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© of her private Friends, Sir, continned he, and 
© I ſhall be punctually informed of their next 
© time and place of Meeting, and it ſh»l] be 
* your Fault it you ſurpriſe them not together. 
The Prince could not eaſily give Credit to 
this; but ſaid, if it happ ned ſo, it would give 
him more Room the more publickly te own 
his Love for Fraxcel:a. 


The Prince, who had not ſeen Francelia in 
three Nays, thought the Time very long, and, 
notwithſtanding has late fair Premiſes to Cor- 
nelia, to reTein conſtant to her, he privately 


went, that Night, to fee her. A great deal of 


morous Chat paſled, but Francelia was ſo re- 
Give, that the Prince grew more enamoured 
than ever, and knew not what to ſay to puſh 
his Deſires home. While the Prince remained 
in this Dilemma, FVillarins came in, which 
made both the Lovers break off Diſcourſe, and 
gave the Prince Time to conſider of what be 
mould {ay to fo cunning a Miftreſs. Villarins 
came to tell the Prince, That he would ſhow 
him Sport that very Night. - 


Francelia had becn received a pretty while in- 
to the Princeſs's Retinue, and had poſſeſlion of 
her Lodgings at Court. The Prince theref. re 
had not far to go to vifit her at any Time; 
Cornelia had appointed to meet her rew Gallant 
in her own L dgings that very Night, which 
he was to paſs 1» her Embraces. Villarius told 
the Prince of this, and aſſured him, that if he 
would go and ſur; riſe them in the dead of the 
Night, he would certainly find them together, 
The Prince, whoſe Boſom was newly inflamed 
with paſſi,n towards the charming Fraxcelia, 
-afſured him, that he would not loſe ſo fair an 

5 29,0088 5 Oppor- 
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Opportunity of detecting Carnelia's Amours, 
that he might have juſt Cauſe to break off with 
her. The Prince retired with Villarius, telling 
Francelia, he would leave till another Time 
what he had to ſay to her, and went away to 
prepare himſelf for that night's Adventure. 


Cornelia had caſt her Eyes on a young Gen- 
tleman, who made a very conſiderable Figure 
at Court, and whoſe Shape, Mien, Youth and 
Vigour, were very much according to her Re- 
liſh. The Prince's frequent Amours did not 
permit 1am to give her all the Satisfaction which 
the firft received from him, and which her Con- 
ſtitution required. She let this perſon know 
her Mind, and cauſed it to be whiſpered abroad, 
in order to create ſome Jealouſy in the Prince, 
to unite him the cloſer to her, and the more to 
enrage her Enemy Villarius. At firſt ſhe thought 
to have made uſe of this new Gallant as a Tool, 
but Love got fo far the A ſcendant over her, at 
laſt, that ſhe got him a private Apartment, 
which had a Communication with her Bed- 
chamber; ſo that, ſhould the Prince come at a- 
ny Time, though he had f.ee Acceſs, and the 
Doors were continually open to him, yet the 
Lover might eaſily eſcape, except the Prince 
ſhould furpriſe them in Bed in the Night, which 
was not likely to be, 1 | 

Abont Midnight the two Lovers went to 
Bed, and preſ-ntly after, by the Remove of 
ſome Thirgs, the Change of Servants Stations, 
and the Retirement of others, the Servant who 
was Villarius's faithful Spy gave Notice, that, 
Now was the Time for the P. ince to come. The 
Prince was attended by Villarius to the Door of 
Cornelia's Lodgings; he went in, and then di- 
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rectly entered Cor nelias Chamber, where hs 
found her and her Lover in Bed together, the 
one lying in the other's Arms. Notwithſtand- 
ing this, Cornelia's Wit abſolutely deluded the 
Priuce. 


No ſooner had ſhe been informed, by a Wo. 
man who was upon the Watch in the Anti. 
chamber, that ſhe had heard ſomebody coming 
up Stairs, and had heard the Gate open, but ſhe 
2 off, at once, her Night-cloaths, which 

ung all together, and clapped them on her Lo- 
ver's Head, juſt when ſhe heard her Chamber. 
door open. She fell a groaning and complain. 
irg, as if ſhe was extraordinary ill. The Frince 
ran directly to her Bed-ſide, and ſeeing her (as 
he thought) in a Woman's Arms, making fad 
Complaints, he would not draw the Curtain 
more open, for fear the Light on the Tahle 


ſhould oftend the ſick Cornelia. He ſtooped 


down, and asked her, What the ailed? Pear 
« Sir, Is it you, anſwered ſhe, how glad am [ 
© you are here? Good Sir, do ſo much as to hold 
* my Head, which is ready to ſplit to pieces, 
© while- this Gentlewoman runs to my Cloſet 
* for ſomething for me? I'll go myſelf, reply'd 
the Prince, tell me but what 1 ſhall fetch? 
No, pray Sir, ſaid Cornelia, You know not 
© where to find it; Come, I'll hold the Princes 
© Head in my Arms, continued the, while you 
„get ont of Bed; he ſhan't fee you.“ The 
Princ2, who thought it was the Gentlewoman's 
Modeſty which required that Ceremony, freely 
let Cornelia blind ham, while the Gallant ſlip- 
ped out of Bed, and went to the Woman Cen- 


tivel, to bid her run into the Cloſet and fetch 


any Glaſs from thence, to amuſe the Prince 


with, while he dreſſed and made his Eſcape, 


Cornelia 
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Cornelia's Woman brought a Bottle of Cordial, 
and ſhipped the Nigkt-Cloaths into the Bed, 
and telling the Prince a feigned Story of an In- 
dilpoſition, and that her Bed. Fellow was a 
young Lady, who had ſuppeu with her that 
Night, and whom {he had prevailed on to lie 
with her that Night, the good-natured Prince 
was contented, and went to bed to Cornelia. 
She would have ſent for clean Night-Cloaths, 
but he would not permit her, for fear of her 
catching Cold; he asked pardon of her, for ha- 
ving given credit to any Reports againſt her, 
and was fully refoved to tell Villarius his own, 
and never more to believe ſo ſlight Reports. 


Mean time the Gallant was fled, and Villa- 
rins wondering at the Prince's long Stay, had 
the Curioſity to hearken at a low Window, and 
while he was liſtening, he (aw the Gate open, 
and a Man run out as faſt as he could. That 
made FVillarius conclude rightly, that the Prince. 
had miilzd of the Prey, and was deceived by 
Corneiia, He went home with a great deal of 
Reluctancy, being forced to leave the Prince in 
the Arms of her he ſtill loved. 


The next Morning, when News was brought 
him that the prince was in his own Apartment, 
he went fo him, but met with a cold Recep- 
tion. The Prince blamed him for ſcandalizing 
Cornelia, fo gratify his particular Revezge. The 
Prince told him the whole Story, at which Vil- 
larius Imjled, and asked him if the ſame per- 


lon ſhe ſent for the Cordial brought it back. 


The Prince told him, no. And Villarius in- 
formed the Prince of the Man he had ſeen 5 


an one pals, 


T7 
that on comparing Circumſtances, the Prince 
believed Cornelia had a Stallion, 


That Evening the Prince went to Francelia, 
he told her he -had been making merry, and 


that he came to ſhow her, that if ſhe pleaſed to 


accept of a Royal Heart, he had one at her 
Service. Had you ever any more than one, Sir ? 
anſwered Francelia. No, Faith, replied the 
Prince, but that ſhall be yours. Ton bave none to 
give, ſays the crafty Francelia, the Princeſs had 
yours in Marriage, and I'll never wrong ber. 


The Prince told her, he hoped ſhe was not fo 


cruel as ſhe ſeem'd to be, and began to be a 
little frolickſome, and to play with his Hands, 
I do not think there is any Cruelty, Sir, anſwered 
ſhe, in avoiding being cruel to myſelf. Saying 
this, ſhe pulled a String, at which ſome of her 
Servants entred. The Prince finding he could 
not then have his Ends, took his Leave, tel- | 


ling her, he would not give up the Point ſo, 


but that the next Opportunity he ſhould dif. 


cloſe his Mind to her. 


Mean time the indefatigable Villarius, who 
was more nettled than ever, ſince Cornelia had 
outwitted him and the Prince, had got notice of 
'a new Afhignation. This was unfortunate for 
poor Corneli:z for the Prince got to the next 
Chamber to hers, and heard her rail againſt 
him with all the Spite and Scorn a Woman 


could think of. He ruſhed into the Room, with 
his Sword drawn, but was ſo long a fumbling 


at the Door, that the Gallant eſcaped down 
Stairs; but as he was getting out of the Back- 
door, was ſeized by Villarius, who had made 
that his Station, fully determining not to let 


Cor- 
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Cornelia was all this while excufing herſelf, 
denying there was any Man with her, and that 
what ſhe ſpoke was on purpoſe to vex the 
Prince, whom ſhe miſtruſted to be about the 
Houſe. She fell in a Swoon, and made uſe of 
all Female Artifices, to gain upon the Prince, 
but in vain; the Prince left her, and met Vila 
larivs upon the Stairs, who told him he had 
ſeized, the Gallant. The next Morning the 
Prince had the delinquent Lover brought before 
him, and had the Satisfaction to hear him own 
his Crimes. This ingenious Confeilion made 
the Prince infli& no other Puniſhment upon 
him, but Baniſhment, threatening, neverthe- 
leſs, that if ever he attempted the like again, 
he ſhould meet with a more rigorous Puniſhs 
ment. | | 


The French Ambaſſador in the Ifſes, and his 
Lady, made frequent Viſits to Francelia, and 
having been informed of -the Progreſs ſhe had 
made with the Prince, concluded all things 
were now up. A Nobleman, in the French 
Intereſt, was let into their Deſigns, who made 
a magnificent Entertainment, and invited the 


Prince, Francelia, the French Ambaſſador and 


his Lady, with divers other perſons of Quali- 
ty of the French Party, and Villarius, to be ſure, 


was not forgot. After Dinner, the Prince be- 


ing warmed with generous Wine, applied him- 
ſelf cloſ-ly to the Courtſhip of his Miſtreſs, 
He told her, he would do any thing ſhe requi- 
red of him, provided ſhe would be favourable 
to him. She made anſwer, That ſhe had long 
ſince declared to him, that ſhe wanted not 
Reſpect nor Love to gratify him in any thing, 
bud that without Marriage ſhe would never 


G yield, 


a — * 
G24 


— 
8 


+ ALA 
7 2 3 : 


\ 


Wd EE a n= os i no 2 3 ee — — F 4 
—— 1 2 £0) —— —— NE IS hn: 4&4, 3 —— * ä — * Ker 


WO 23 


* . 


yu Nay, if that be all, replied the Prince, 
I-marry you over and over. In ſhort, a Mock: 
Marriage was agreed on, and five or ſix perſons 
were pitched upon, who retired into a Room 
with the two Lovers, where one in the Habit 
of a Prieft mumbled over ſomething, and fo 
both Parties were agreed. The Prince expreſled 
a world of Impatience, after his Condeſcenſion, 
to come to an Enjayment. Thoſe who were 

rivy to this Buſinels, cauſed a Bridal-Bed to be 

tted, where, in the preſence of two Witnelles, 
the Prince bedded his French Miſtreſs, and hu- 
ving been well plied with Liquor, believed the 
next Morning that he had found his Miſtreſs a 
pure Virgin, according to that Height of Vir- 
tue and Innocence he had always found her 
Profe ſs. | 


Francelia having thus brought her Deſign to 
pals, as to the firm eſtabliſhing of her Intereſt in 
the Prince's Boſom, ſhe had no more to do, but 
to deſtioy Cornelia's, that the might raiſe herſelf 
on her Ruin. But becauſe thoſe Titles and 
Honours which had been conferred on Cornelia, 


were not to be taken off, ſhe ſoon worked with 


the Prince, to make her as great in all reſpects. 
She was not long without Titles, for in the 
Year 5 . the Prince created her, D ſs of 
P , C— ifs of F m, and B— f. 
of P —d; and likewiſe, by his Interceſſion, 
the Grand Monarch ſettled the Territory of 
An) in F— upon her, during her Lit 


the Remainder to ſuch of the natural Sons 38 
he ſhould have by her, and to their Heirs-Male, 
who ſhould bear the Title of D—s of 43). 


* She did not only fill her Coffers, but her 


Belly alſo; fo that at laſt the Princeſs togk 


notice 
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notice of it, and plainly told Francelia her 
Thought of her. Fraucelia was conſcious of her 
Guilt, and by little and little drew herſelf from 
the Princeſys preſence. The Prince was ſoon 
acquainted with this, and a Conſul:ation fol- 
lowed between the Prince, his Miſtreſs, and all 
the F-—b Miniſteis and Partiſans. The P.ince 
was for . and Francelia for bidding open 
Defiance to all; but the Prince, upon mature 
Advice, carri:d it his way, and ſhe was deli- 
vered of a Son, by a Man-Midwife, with all 
the Privacy imaginable. But Francelia was 
ſoon wearied with remaining in Obſcurity, and 
ſo wrought with the Prince, that notwithſtan- 
ding all Cornelia's Stratagems with the Princeſs, 
ſhe and her Son were publickly owned by the 
prince, and ſhe was always afterwards his fa- 
yourite Miſtreſs. 


 Francelia had how got to the Height ſhe 
aim'd at. The afliduous Viſits the Prince made 
her, and the whole Days and Nights he ſpent 
with her, gave the World ſufficiently to under- 
ſtand, that ſhe had got ſuch an Aſcendant over 
him, that all the Policy in the World was ne- 
ver able to remove. Now ſhe had ſo well per- 
formed the firſt part of her Commiſſion, that 

the F-—b Minifters doubted not of ſucceedin 
in every thing. The great Senate was dif- 
pleaſed at ſeveral Actions of Hyrannides; they, 
amongſt the reit, would have the Prince recall 
all his Subjects out of the F—þ Service, and 
prohibit a Trade with that Nation, A Procla- 
mation was iſſued a little time after, relating 
to Trade, with a ſtrict Prohibition againft in- 
porting of F-—þ Commodities, and ordering, 
that if any were found, they ſhould be burnt. 
This no project into the _ 
| C2 4 
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bf Orangea nin, (VIG) one of the prince 
of the liles's Miſtreſſes, (for he had many more 
than Francelia, tho' ſhe was his Favourite) to 
affront Francelia, whom ſhe hated. She took 
occaſion to meet her at a Lady's Houſe, where 
ſhe knew ſhe viſited, and Words ariſing be- 
tween them, it came to Blows; but Orangeania 
having got the better, threw Francelia down on 
the Floor, took up her Coats, and with a light- 
ed Candle burnt all the Furniture of a Place 
that {hall be nameleſs. As ſoon as France! 
had recovered her Feet again, and had put her 
rumpled Cloaths in order, ſhe haſtened to tel 
the Prince how ſhe had been uſed, who, in a 
terrible Paſſion, ſent for Orangeania, and de- 
manded the Meaning of the late Outrage. Sir, 
* ſays Orangeanza, you are to blame, if any body, 
f for you ordered all F-—þ Commodities to be 
© burnt, fo that I only obeyed your Proclamation. 
The Prince (who was naturally good-natured, 
and dearly loved a Jeſt) could not refrain from 
laughing, and ordered the Affair to be huſhed 
up. * | | 


This was hot the only Rencounter between 
Orangeania and Francel a, for they often dif- 
fered. - Orangeania, againft a Birth-Day, had 
mate up an exceeding rich Suit of Cloaths, aud 
appeared with them in the Drawing-Room, 
Francelia could not bear to ſee Orangenia ſo 
nicely dreſt, but accofted her in this Manner, 
* Nelly, you are grown rich, I believe, by yout 
* Dreſs; why, Woman, you are fine enough to 
* be a Queen.“ * You are entirely right, Ma- 
 * dam, ſaid the other, and I am V bars enough 

* to be a Dutcheſs, (alluding to the late Titles 

* Fraxceliq had got conferets on her.) 2 
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{ia was confounded at this Anſwer, and retired 
as ſoon as conveniently the could, 


Francelia, maugre all the Malice of her Ene- 
mies, {till kept the Aſcendant over the Prince, 
This Tyaennides knew, ard finding the Grand 
Senate z#gainſt his ambitions Deſigns, he ſent a 
Grand Ambaſly to the Prince, conſiſting of a 
Duke, an Archbiſhop, and another ſmart French 
Nobleman, and thoſe Perſous were followed by 
a Retinue of near 400 perſons of all Sorts and 
Degrees This Ambaſſy hed little or no Effect 
on the Grand Senate, who declared they would 
proceed on no Buſineſs what ſoever, till fore 


Grievances contrary to the F:ench Intereſt were 


redrefled, . Then it was that Francelia employed 
all her Policy, Charms, and Wit, to alienate 
the Prince's Mind from his own Intereſt, Di- 
vers Stratagems were propoſed, but France lia 
would approve of none hat what the herſeif had 
defiened; ſhe only wanted two more of her un 
Kex to atliſt her in it, whom having got and in- 
truſted, ſhe fell to work. 


The Prince had divers times mentioned, that 
he had a great Deſire to be thoroughly merry 
with her, to dithpate ſome Chagrins, which 
ſome late Diſturbance had raiſed in his Mind. 
He propoſed this to Francelia, who told kim, 
the would dedicate that very Night to Mirth. 
A coſtly Banquet was prepared, with divers 
Sorts of Muſick, and Variety of Liquors The 
perſons who compoſed the Company, had ſcrew- 
ed their Mirth and Wit to the higheſt pitch, all 
Care and anz ions Thoughts were kaniſhed, and 
the Night intirely dedicated to Bacchus and Ve- 
uus. At Dawn of Day the Company parted; 
but Francelia was reſolyed to thow the _ 
.. | cme 
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ſome more and freſh Diverſion. Accordingly 
ſhe, with twoother great Ladies, and the Prince, 
| retired into a more private Room. Fraxceliz 
propaſed to the two other Ladies, who were 
complaining of Heat, occaſioned by their rom- 
plag that Night, to ſtop; and to induce them 
to it, ſhe began herſelf ro open her Boſom, and 
to take a little Air. This Allurement made the 
Prince intreat the Ladies to ftrip, which they 
did, the Prince aſſiſting them to undreſs. Not 
unlike the three Goddeſſes, Juno, Pallas, and 
Venus before Parts, did thoſe three naked Ladies 
ſtand before the Prince, who was raviſhed with 
the Sight, and examined every part about them 
with his own Hands and Eyes, with all imagi- 
nable Curioſity. Some ſmall time being paſſe d, 
the Ladies propoſed to dreſs again; but the 
Prince would not ſuffer that, till he ſhould be 
more diverted, At laſt Queſtions and Com- 
mands wis pitched upon, and ſome time was 
ſpent at it. When it came to the Ladies turn 
to command, they commonly would impoſe up- 
on the Prince, the drinking a Glaſs of Wine to 
each of their Healths, to bear up his Spirits; 
At laſt it came to Francelia's turn, who asked 
the Prince, whether he would have two Com- 
mands and one Queſtion, or two Queſtions and 
one Command? the Prince deſired two Queſti - 
ons and one Command. She asked him firſt, 
Whether he would not be glad to govern abſo- 
lutely without the Great Senate. Next fhe 
asked, Whom he thought the happieſt Monarch 
in the World? the Prince having anſwered to 
this, as he thought fit, ſhe commanded him to 
diſſolve the Grand Senate Her Command was 
obeyed; and, notwithſtanding all Efforts to the 
contray, the very next Morning put in Execu- 
tion, in part by a prorogation, which was ſoon 
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followed by a Diſſolution, to the Surprize and 
Wonder of the whole World, ET 


Francelia, like an expert- Polititian, provi- 
ded againſt adverſe Eortune, being frequently 
heard to ſay, That it was good to make Hay while 
the Sun ſhined, and to provide a Cloak againſt a 
Storm, When any Money was ſtirring, ſhe 
knew how to drain the Prince's Purſe, as well 
as his Body, to ſupply herſelf with vaſt Sums, 


to defray her exorbitant Expences at Gaming. 


That made Helliana (Counteſs of C——#) one 
Day to ſay pleaſantly to the Prince, who tcem- 
ed unwilling do beftow twenty pieces of Gold 
for a Pollony Dog, which ſhe fancied much, 
That the Prince bad given more thouſands of Pounds 
for a French Bitch, than be would give of Piece: 
of Gold for a much prettier Creature. Francelia 
was a great Lover of Cards, would play ſuitable 


to her Quality, and fit up whole Nights at it; 


this ſo heated her Body, that ſhe had upon it à 
dangerous Fit of Sickneſs, which gave the good 
Prince a great deal of Trouble, and coſt him 
many Fears, and a great Sum of Money to re- 
pair her Loſs, 


A little after, Francelia was recovered from 
the Indiſpoſition, ſhe was met in her Charriot, 
by young Ovid, (Lord R r) who opening 
her Charriot Door, and being a little too eager 
to ſalute her, by a Slip of his Foot, fell on the 
Ground. Francelia could. not help laughing; 
but the young Lord recovering himſelf, extem- 
pore ſpoke the following Lines; PE 


Jove, I'm ſure, tra: bravely, wobl done, 
5 to L. the Chariot of the Sun, 4 
fa like giddy Phazton, Q 
ur 


= — 


(43). 


Our young Ovid was an amorous Spark, he 
feared nothing when a Woman was in the Caſe, 
and frequently took the Prince's Miſtreſs from 
him. He was, for a conſiderable time, a Fa- 
vourite of hers, till he affronted her in the 
Prince's Preſence, for my Lord would not loſe 
his Jeſt for any one. The Story is this; The 
Prince had bought & beautiful Bird, that came 
from the Fa- Ind iss, and make a. preſent of it 
to Francelia, young Ovid happened to be pre- 
ſent, and the Prince asked him if he knew what 
Bird it was; That I do, (ſays my Lord) for 
you have given it to Franxcelia, and every body 
now will know it is a Whores Bird, The Prince 
frowned, and ordered him out of his Preſence, 
and a little after baniſhed him the Court, But 
before he went, he cauſed the following Lines 
to be ſtuck up againſt Francelia's Bed- chamber 
Door, having been informed the Prince was 
that Night to lie with her. 


© Within this Place a Bed's a pointed, 
For a F— h B—h and G--d's Anointed, 


Of ſeveral amorous Intrigues which France/{a 
had at divers Times, the Prince never ſuſpect- 
ed her but twice; and the firſt Time too was 
but for a very ſmall Time, and very ſuperfici- 
ally. Francelia had fixed her Eye upon a young 
Nobleman « Wit and Parts, and made it her 
Bufineſs to inſiuuate herſelf into his Affections. 

Ibis ſhe eaſily effected, for he was very ſuſcep- 
tible of Love, Framelia invited him to come 
to her Apartment, Which he did, and there 
they made uſe of preſent Opportunity, being 
alone, and withant likelihood of being diſco- 
vered, They were very well ſatisfied with. one 
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another, and continued to hold a ſecret Corres 
ſpondence during ſome Time. | 


At length Francelia found herſelf ill, and 
perceiving that the was worſe and worſe, and 
I that her Galant grew remiſs in his Viſits to her, 
| I the fent to deſire he would come to fee her. He 
J niftruſtivg what it was about, deferred anſwer- 
ing her Expectations, ſtill putting off his Ap- 
+ [pearing, under ſome Pretence or other, till, at $1 
| I laſt, being preſſed beyond Excuſe, he could no 
FM longer pur off waiting on her. He found her 
f Wall Tears, who being leit alone with him, told 
2 


him, That he was certainly the moſt perfidi- | 
„ WF ous Man alive, and had intirely ruind'd her, 1 
t with that ſhe declared in what Conditiou ſhe 1 
s Las; that ſhe was the moſt miſerable Wretch | 
rf Win the whole World, and did not know how to 
8% behave herſelf to the Prince, 


After a little pauſe, the guilty Gallant told 1 

her; that he was ſorry: any ſuch thing had 4 

happened, that it was unknown to him, he {| 
[vis in ſuch a Condition. He bid her be of good i! 
ja Comfort, and not afflict herſelf fo much, zſſur- | 
t- Hing her, he would take Care all things ſhould | 
as be well, and the Prince have not fo much as l 
the leaſt Suſpition of it. He told her, to wave 
off the Prince two or three Days longer from 
er her Embraces, and by that Time all things bl 
28- mould be fo ordered, that no prejudice ſhould [| 
p. peſfibly come to her. In fine, he ſo abounded = | 
ne wich Wit and good Language, and fo well made it 
re Fuſe of them both, that Francelia wholly relicd, 
ng Jon his Addreſs and good Management, 


This young Gallant was then highly in Fa- 
your with the Prigce, and one of thoſe oY 5 
: nom 
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whom he often went to divert himſelf private. P. 
ly. The next Day, the ily Gallant took occa- J ©: 
ſion to talk to the Prince. about Women and 1: 
asked him, when he would go upon a Frolick? * 
Faith, reply'd the Prince, I care not if it be K 
* this Night; get two or three more of our Com- th 
* pany to meet, and PI] be ready to go along a6, 
© with you.” This happened according to the a 


young Spark's Deſire, he went to give the ne- 
ceſſary Orgers, which being done, he returned ſl | * 
again tothe Prince, to let him know, all things ſl ! 
were in a Readineſs to entertain him; and that 
the reſt of the Company were there already, MW At 
though none of them knew the Prince wou'd Co 
be there, t 
11 
The Prince having diſguiſed himfelf a liti | * ' 


went to the Rendezvous, not a little tickled i 
hw Fancy, with the Surpriſe the Company 
would be in at his coming, »s alſo at the ſinguſſ * [ 
Jar Paſtime he expected to find there, It is ce. WI 
tain, the whole Company did all they could to ba 
divert the Prince, but above «ll Francelia's Ga. 
tant. The Prince was mightily pleaſed with nil 
bim, and protefted, he never was ſo merry in to 
bis Life. There were three or four of the Wit. but 
tieſt, moſt lngenious, and the prettitſt Girlies. 
bout Town, The Prince was free, and taſte 
ell the Varienes that was offered, with a geit tha 
deal of Satisfaction, and without the leaſt Sci 


ple. At laſt the Company broke up, becauſe} lic 
the Prince grew ſleepy, and. went home very an 
well pleaſed with that Night's Adventure. a 

wo! 


The Galant had now played his. part; an! 
now, it was Prancelia's turn to act her's. 1% de 
P ince came to her the next Night, and la 
with her, ſo that ſhe had now an eaſy Game! 

| | Pay 
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play. About five or fix Days aſter, Francelia, 
as ſoon us the ſaw the Priice( made ſad and 
Imentable Complaints, of the Condition ſhe 
was in. The Pitnce, who expected not ſuch a 
Reception, and who was wholly ignorant of 
the Buſineſs, was not a liitle ſtartled at it. He 
asked, What was the Matter with her? What 
Man you, Madam, continued he, and who 
ds you take me for? | mean, Sir, {aid ſhe in 
* a great Pathon, that you have ruined me, you 
* have undone me! I am loit! I am ndone for 
* ever.” The Prince, more and more amazed 
at her Tranſports, looking on her with ſome 
Concern ; * Explain yourſelf, Madam, con- 
* tiauedne, and put me out of Suſpence? 
* What need I tell yon, Sir, that which you 
know fo well and fecl already? Still a Rid- 
dle to me, ſays the Prince, and ! ſhall conti- 
nue in à Cloud, except you expreſs yourſelf 
* ſo as that I may underſtand you.“ At laſt, 
with much ado, and not without violent Re» 

roaches, ſhe made the Prince underſtand, he 
bad made her very ill. The Prince was aſto- 
niſned »t the firſt News of it, and went about 
to excuſe himſelf, and to plead his Innocence; 
but that ſerved to ex.ſperate her the more; in- 
ſomuch, that ſhe fell into fuch Paſſions, or at 
leaſt did fo excellently well counterfeit them, 
that it put the good natur'd Prince upon ſerious 
Reflections. He began to think of bis laſt fro- 
lickſome Night, and of what he had then done, 
and concluded himſelf Guilty. The Prince aſ- 
ſures Francelia, he had no ill Opinion of her in 
the leaſt; that he took all upon himſelf, and 
would highly make her amends for the Wrong 
he had done her. With that he ſet himſelf to 
careſs her, which brought her a little out of ker 
Pumps, and ſome few Days after, the Priace 
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finding himſelf ill, went again to her, to con- 


feſs his Fault, and to perfect his Reconciliation, 
He afligns her a very conſiderable Sum of Mo— 
ney, with which he bought his Peace; and it 
ſerved her to go to the Bath, ſuitable to her 
Rank and grandure, where the reſolved to ſtay, 
and accordipgly did, till the Prince begged cf 
her to return to bim, which ſhe did at her own 
Leiſure, and when the thought fir, 


The Prince was not at Eaſe till ſhe was reco- 
vered and came to him; nor then neither, to 
Ipeak the Truth, for never was there any Mo- 
ney ſtirring either in the Privy purſe, in the 
Exchequer, or from beyond the Seas, but the 
would have her Share of it; no matter how the 


Price reſented it, or how it was cenſured by 


the Nation. No ſooner had ſhe got a conſider. 
able Sum together, but it wes ſent into F-—— 
in god Gold, till the Land was pretty well 


_ drained; and afterwards in Silver, under the 


pretence of Pewter, and other Things made up 
in Cabks. 


The famous Killigrew, who was 2 great Fa- 


vourite of the Prince's, having got Notice of 


Francelia's Intzntion of ſending a large Quan. 
tity of Gold, in a Pye, to France, f-igned him. 


Jelf Sick, The Prince was very much concern- 


ed at it, and went to ſee him. Aillegrew, with 
a feint Voice, told the Prince, he believed he 
Jhould dye, having loſt his Appetite almoſt in- 
tirely ; but that the only means to ſave his 
Tate would be to procure him a Corner of 8 

ye which, Francelia had. The Prince aſſure! 
him, he would not only get him a Comer gf 
the Pye, but would ſend him the whole, that 


he might cut where he liked. Killegrep return: 
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6d the Prince moſt humble Thanks for his 
Goodneſs to him, but ſuit, he defired but a 
Corner of it; informing the Prince, that the 
Pye was in Francel; i's Clolet, packed up in a 
wooden B x, being deſigned to be ſent to France 
for a Preſent. The attable Prince aſſured Kille- 
grew, he ſhould have the Pye, and he would 
order another to be made to ſend, abroad. As 


ſoon as the Prince left the diſſembling ſick 


Man, he went to Francelia, end defired a Cor- 
dial out of her Cloſet, which ſhe going in for, 
the Prince diſcovered the Pye, and told her, a 
very great Favourite, of his was very Sick, and 
longed for a Piece of it. She excuſud herſelf 
as well as ſhe conld ; but the Prince would not 
be denied. fo taking up a Knife he opened the 
Cruſt, and found ſome Thoulauds of his own 
Pictures in Gold. He preſently then under- 
ſtood Killegrew's Meaning, and taking out three 
or four Hendfuls of Guineas, he ſent them to 
Killegrew, with Orders to .come to him in the 
Evening, that they might laugh about the Af 
fair. 1 . 


The other Time that the Prince accuſed Fran- 
celia of Falſhood, he had better Succeſs, thor? 
the Alliftance of one of her Servants, who was 
not, at firſt come into the Prince's Intereſt, as 
ſhe did afterwards upon ſome Diſtate to her Mi- 
ſtreſs, which is not worth mentioning. | 


Tyrannides had ſent to the Court of the Ifles, 
A certain Clergyman (the Grand. P — ot 
F =e) with the Character of a publick 
Miniſter, to negotiate ſomething of great Mo- 
ment with Francelia, and the French Penſioners 
at Court. He was a perſon of a noble Family, 
of an high Character, rarely educated, of a ve- 
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ry fine Preſedce, and good Mien, à great Scock 
of Wit and Complaifance, backed with a full 
Purſe. All theſe excellent Qualifications rey. 
dered him Acceptable to ali pclite Company, 
and moſt highly coveted by the fair Sex, to 
whom he was naturally very much inclined, 
and very well endowed, in all Reſpetts, to do 
them Service. But, under the preterce of pri- 
vate Conferences, he had Acceſs almoſt at all 
Times to Franelii's Lodgings, where he would 
Jometimes paſs whole Nights at play; and tho' 
he ſometimes loſt conſiderably, yet he would 
never fail of gratifying the Servants, which 
rencered Accels, at all Times, eaſy to him, 


The political Buſineſs he came about haviug 
been diipatched. he turned his Diſcourſe ano- 
ther Way, end Love was his Theme, France- 
. Tra's Eyes were open, ſhe liked his Per ſon, and 
he ſoon got poſſeilion of her Heart; both par- 
ties were very well ſatisfied. This Trade con- 
tinued a pretty while before Notice was taken, 
and all that could be made of it, when looked 
into a little more narrowly, was, that they di- 
verted themſelves at Cards, and in diſcourſiug 
of paſſages at the French Court. Mean time, 
Love, who never 1s at a Stay, increaſing 1n 
their Boſoms, they began to find their Attend- 
ants were more troubleſome to them than they 
uſed to be, and that they might very well dil- 
pence with them, and not be in the leaſt in- 
.commoded, What the Sandi Pater ſuid, was ſe- 
conded by Franceliz, who, from thence, took 
new Meefures, for ſhe frequently fent her Ser- 
vants, who waited in her Chamber, on trifling 
.Errands, that the m1:ht have the greater free- 


dom for Action. Among thoſe that were ſo 


£f.rved were one of her Women, who took it fo 
1 at 
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at Heart, that ſhe reſolved, within herſelf, to 
play them a Trick for it, 10 ſoon as he had an 
Opportunity, She gave no S1gns in the leaſt 
of Diſcontent, on the contrary, ſeemed as well 
pleaſed as ever, having found Means privately 
fo to poſt herielf, as to fee and hear all that 
paſſed between thoſe two paſſionate Lovers. 


The Prince, of late, had divers times, when 
he came to viſit his inconftant Miſtreſs, found 
the Door ſhut, and ſhe either retired into her 
Cloſet, or laid down to reſt, as not being well. 
Theſe Excnf. s and Pretences at firſt paſſed cur- 
r-nt, but the Freqnency of them made him 
grow weary of them, and gave him ſome light 
Suſpicions, Theſe Miſtruſts were afterwards 
blown up into a Flame of Jealouſy, by an un- 
expected Accident. 


For Fears ard Doubts to Jealouſy will turn, 
. . The botteft Hell in which a Heart can burn. 


The Prince having one Day gone to France- 
lia's Lodgings, as he uſed to do, was told, that 


me had had an ill Night, and was lain down to 


endeavour to ſleep a hittle, having given Orders 
that no body ſhould diſturb her. The Prince 
willing to obey her, paſſed from the Chamber- 
Door into that Room where the Spy was on the 
Wateh, more by mere Chance, than on any De- 
ſign; he percetving her fit very attentive, came 
up to her, to 1:form himſelf more particularly 
about his Miſtreſs's Health, bur firſt asked what 
ſhe did there ſo. penſive alone? The cunning 
Gypſy (glad of the Opportunity, told hun, 


that that place anſwering to Francelia's Bed- 


Head, ſhe was hearkening there, to }now when 


He mighr go in to her, without giving her the 


tronble 
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trouble to ring the Bell, which might cauſe her 
tome Diſturbance. This ſhe delivered with 
fuch a Style, and with ſuch an Accent, as gave 
ſufficient Ground to believe the ſpoke ironical- 
Iy. This gave the Prince the Curiofity to lean 
his Head againft the Wainſcot to hearken, and 
there he heard not only Francelia's Voice, but 
another in Conſort with her; but though he 
could make a ſhift to diſtinguith two different 
Voices, yet they whiſpered fo low, that he 
could not underſtand what they ſaid. This, 
however, made him preis the Woman more ear- 
neſtly to unriddle the Buſineſs to bim. She 
ſtood off a long time, but when ſhe found ſhe 
had ſcrewed the Prince's Jealouſy up to the 
; prick ſhe complied, upon his Promiſes, to ſtand 


er Friend, and amply to gratify her. The 


Woman told him then all ſhe knew about Sui 

Pater, which almoft diſtracted him; however, 
for the preſent, he determined to be eaſy, and 
to wait a more favourable Opportunity, to de- 
tect Francelia's Falſnood. 


The Woman continued her diligent Watch, 
as the two Lovers did their ſecret Converſations, 
that ſhe might find an Oppertunity of gratify- 
ing the Prince according'to to his Deſires. She 
had no Occaſion to wait long for it, for the 
next Day an Occuſion offered, Frantelia ha- 
ving feigned to be indiſpoted, Sancti Pater came 
to give her ſome Conſolation, as he uſed to do. 
As ſoon as he was come, Francelia gave more 
expreſs Orders than ever, that no body ſhould 
diſturb her till Morning, becauſe ſhe had ſome 


extraordinary Buſinefs. This ſhe told to that 


very Woman, who ſpied her Actions, having 
called for her into her Chamber, where, for a 
-Shew of Buſineſs, divers Papers were laid open 


* 
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on the Table, and a Pen and Ink got ready? 
All this confirmed the Woman, that tomething 
was to be done that Night, on the Intereſt of 
Love more than that of State; wherefore, pre- 
ſently after, the went to give the Prince No- 
tice, that the Party was come, and that no time 
was to be loſt. This was abont Nine at Night, 
the Prince came with all the Privacy he could, 
and had the Curioſity to go to the Place to 
liſten, whether he could overhear any of their 
Diſcourſe, All this while the Woman had cons 
cealed from his Knowledge the Peep hole ſhe 
had, whereby ſhe could fee what was done in 
the beſt part of the Chamber, but now ſhe 
brought the Prince to it; and there he ſaw 


Wonders, and heard the Sancti Pater ſay : * Now 


is the happy Moment, in which I thali drink 
* with long Draughts of thoſe Sweets which flow 
from thoſe delicious Streams, of which 1 have 
© hitherto had but tempting Sippings of.” * You 
* ſee what I have done for you, replied France- 
lia, you have All ſacrificed now to your Love; 
the Prince himſelf lies neglected, to beſtow 
Jon you, my Dear, with a more profuſe Hand, 
* all that I am able to give you.” I dare not 
* think too much upon it, Madam, replied he, 
* leſt I ſhould die with Joy before my Time; 
* that is, before I am wrapt in Extacy in your 
charming Embraces. . Why loſe we time, ad- 
* ded he, a time ſo precious, whoſe every Mo- 
ment deprives me from ſo many Pleaſures 
* with which I ſhould be raviſhed? Theſe Ex- 
prethons being accompanied with little amo- 
rous Actions, that ſpoke yet more, and what 
was to follow, you may imagine with what 
Impatience the Prince was ſcized. I have 
heard, I have ſeen enough, iaid he to the 


Woman, to diſtract a perſon far more patient 
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than J am, though I have had too much with 
* this ungrateful Woman, that has ſo groſsly 
: 2 me, I will immediately ruſh upon 
them.“ | 


Upon that he left the Woman, and went to- 
wards the Chamber-Door, where, 'with over 
Earneſtneſs in the Dark, fumbling for the Lock, 
he made ſo much Noiſe, as gave them notice 
ſome body was near. That made France lia endea- 
vour to get off the Bed, where ſhe was and Sand7 
Pater, but one of her Feet being intangled in 
her Coats, ſhe was Hund by the Prince in that 
Order, and the Saudi Pater lying ftill on the 
other fide of the Bed, who, ſo ſoon as he per- 
ceived the Prince, got off, and, while he was 
venting his Paſſion againſt Franxcelia, ſneaked 
away. | 


I need not tell you what the Prince's Paſſion 
ſuggeſted him to ſay; he wanted Words to ex- 
preſs his Refentment, but at his going away, he 
told her, that he would ſoon rid himſelf of thoſe 
Troubles, and her of her Ruffian; and with that 
ſtepping to the Table, he took along with him 
all the Papers that were on it, and tore them all 
along as he went out of the Chamber, He te- 
tired afterwards to his Lodgings, where how he 
ſpent that Night, any abuſed Lover may ima- 
gine. 


Ihe next Morning the Prince ſent a Meſſage 
to Sancti Pater, commanding him to leave his 
Dominions immediately; but he relying on his 
Publick Character, for ſome time diſobeyed the 
Prince, but was told at laſt, he was na longer 
ſafe, and that if he did not make haſte to be 
gone, worſe would befal him. This made 8 
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look ebout, and he concluded upon his leaving 


the Land and his dear Miſtreſs behind him, 
which, in a little time after, He did. 


During his Stay here, after the Prince had 
made that Diſcovery, and for ſome time after, 
Francelia endeavoured to perſusde the Prince 
of her Innocency, and that Sandi Pater was on- 
ly guilty, by endeavouring to force her againft 
her Will: The Prince had heard and ſeen too 
much, to let that paſs; for he had obſerved that 
ſhe exprefſed much more Forwardneſs than he; 
for with Reaſon the Prince was a long while 
before he would be reconciled to his faithleſs 
Miſtreſs, yet, at laſt, his god Nature prevailed 
over his Reſentments, and upon a humble Sub- 
miſſion, and acknowledging her Error, he again 
received her into favour, -—- Some ſay, that 
amongſt thoſe Papers which the Prince found 
on the Table, he had the good Fortune to tear 
in pieces the moſt Satyricel Piece againſt him- 
ſelf, that any Pen could write, whetted on with 
all the Malice and Scorn imaginable, 


Francelia's Peace once again made with the 
Prince, {he ſoon regained the ſame Aſcendaut 
over his Mind, as ſhe had been Miſtreſs of be- 
fore; nay, if it was potſible, ſhe captivated 
bim more than ever, ſo that at laſt his whole 
Delight was to walk a little, and then to ſpend 
the reſt of his Time with her in her Apart- 
ment, 


To his dying Day the Prince expreſſed his 
Love to her; for when on his Death- bed, he 
did, with all the Earneſtneſs imaginable, re- 
commend her to his Brother's Care, conjuring 
him to protect her * all her Enemies ; 
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und this he made his Brother ſolemnly proteſt 
in his preſence, declaring he could not die eaſy 
without it. 


So ſoon as the Prince was taken ill, France- 
lia made ſtrict Enquiries of his Phyſicians, if 
there was any Danger. As ſoon as ſhe knew he 
was threatened with Death, the began to pre- 
pare for a Retreat. She preſently put ap all 
bh Jewels and Gold, made away the beſt part 
of her Goods, and all that ſhe could not conve. 
niently fend to France, ſhe put into truſty 
Hands here. After the Prince's Death, ſhe 
ſaid as long as conveniently ſhe could, to get 
in ſome Arrears due to her; 


After her Return to France, ſhe built a moſt 
magnificent Palace, keeping an Equipage, and 
living as grand as any of the French Nobility, 
- "Addreſſes were made to her by divers perſons, 
but among the reſt, ſhe fancied one of good 
Mien, who pretended to be moſt paſſionatelyv 
in Love, but in Concluſion, it proved to be 
more with her Gold than her Perſon ; for un- 
derſtanding how forward ſhe was at playing at 
Cards, he made himſelf of the ſame Humour, 
and brought with him, one after another, three 
or four more notsble Gamſters, who played as 
genteely, loſt their Maney as unconcerned at 

rt, and were as free and liberal to the Ser- 
vants as any perſons in the World could be. 
Francelia was very well ſatisfied with their a- 
greeable Converſation, and ſhe particularly 
thanked her pretended Lover for providing 
ſich exeellent Company; but in Concluſion, 
by her Continuance at Play, they, together 
with her Gallant, made a Shift to win about 
twenty thouſand Pounds from her, after whic 
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they withdrew, by little and little, from her 
Houſe, bought Commiilions, and went into the 
Army. 


It is very well known, that for ſome Years 
after this happened, Francelia was a great Lover 
of Gaming, and played very high, which is 
often the Cale of People of Quality, who de- 
{troy their Conſtitutions, and ruin their Eſtates. 
Could we look into the Mind of a Female Gam- 
ſter, we ſhould fee it full of nothing but Trumps 


and Mattadors. Her Slumbers are haunted with 


Kings, Q4eens, and Knaves. The Day lies 
heavy upon her, till the Play Seaſon returns, 
when, for half a dozen Hours together, all her 
Faculties are employed in ſhuffling, cutting, 
and dealing out a Pack of Cards Their Pat- 


ſion ſuffer no leſs by this Practice, than their 


Underſtandings and Imaginations. What Hope 
and Fear, Joy and Anger, Sorrow and Diſcon- 
tent, break out all at once in a fair Aſſembly, 
upon fo noble an Occaſion as,that, of turning 
up a Card? Who can conſider, without ſecret 
Tadignation, that all thoſe Affections of the 
Mind, which ſhould be conſecrated to their 
Children, Husbands, and Parents, are thus vile- 
ly proſtituted and thrown away upon a Hand 
at ©uaarille? It muſt grieve a Man to fee a 
Woman fretting and bleeding inwardly from 
ſuch trival Motives; to behold the Face of an 


Angel agitated and diſcompoſed by the Heart 


of a Fury, 


Female Minds are of ſuch a Make, that they 
naturally give themſelves up to every Diver- 
lion they are accuſtomed to; and we always 


find, that Play, when followed with Aſſiduity, 


engroſſes the whole Woman, She quickly grows 
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uneaſy 1n her own Family, takes but little 
pleaſure in all the domeſtick innocent Endear— 
ments of Life, and grows more fond of Pam: 
than of her Husband. If a Woman has Good- 
Luck, ſne comes home with Joy in her Fgce. 
but that does not ariſe from the Sight of her 
Husband, but from the good Fortune ſhe has 
had at Cards. On the contrary, if ſhe has been 
a Loſer, ſhe comes home out of Humour, in 
Anger with every body, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe ſhe has been throwing away her 
 Husband's Eſtate, What charming Bed-fellows 
| and Companions for Life are Men likely to 
* meet with, that chuſe their Wives out of 
ſuch Women of Vogue and Faſhion? What a 
Race of Worthies, what Patriots, what Heroes ; 
maſt we expect from Mothers of this Make? 


1 Every thing which corrupts the Soul decrays 
the Body. The Beauties of the Face and Mind 
ate generally deſtroyed by the ſame means. 
This Conſideration ſhould have a particular 
Weight with the Female World, who are de- 
ſigned to pleaſe the Eye, and attract the Regards 
— the other half of the Species. There is ſtiill 

another Caſe in which the Body is more endan- 
gered than in the former, All Play Debts mutt 
de paid in ſpecie, or by an Equivalent. The 
Man that plays beyond his Income, pawns his 
Eſtate, the Woman muſt find out ſometh ing 
elſe to mortgage when her Pin-Money is gone. 
The Husband has his Land to diſpoſe of, the 
Wife her Perſon. Now, when the Pemale 
Body is once dipp d, if the Creditor be very im- 
portunate, What muſt be the Conſequence? 
This, 1 own, 1s a little digreſſing from the Sub- 
j-& I was abcut; but as I was l of 
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Francelia's extravagant Gaming, I hope it will 
not be thought very 1mproper, 


Of late Years Francelia lived very retired, 
ſpending moft of her Time in Acts of Devoti- 
on and Charity, Finding Death approach, ſhe 
made her Will, and gave conſiderable Legacies 
to all her Servants. She left 200 1 to her 
Steward, 150 J. to her Maſter of the Horſe, 


250 1. to her Woman, 100 J. to her Swiſs, and 


to every Servant in proportion to the Employ 
ment they had; a noble and worthy Lord was 
made her reſiduary Legatee. 


Thus 1 have traced Francelia from her Infan- 


cy, through a long Series of ſurprizing Adven- 


tures, to a good old Age, for ſhe was upwards of 


90 when ſhedied, immenſely rich, 


Reſquieſcat in Pace. a 
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